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Introduction

The primary aim of this discussion paper is to prepare participants for the ESDN Youth
Workshop in Vienna, taking place on 12-15 August 2026, by providing background
information on the topics to be discussed. The paper also includes information about the
speakers as well as links to additional readings for those who wish to dive deeper into the
subjects.

In 2020 the European Sustainable Development Network established the ESDN Youth
Network. Since 2020 the Youth Network has been funded by the German Federal Ministry
for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety. Its yearly
on-site event, the ESDN Youth Workshop 2026, taking place on 12-15 August 2026 in
Vienna is organised in intense cooperation with and at the Austrian Ministry for
Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water
Management. It will bring together more more than 40 UN Youth Delegates and National
Representatives on Sustainable Development (SD) from almost 30 European countries to
discuss issues on this year “s theme:

The overarching theme, as suggested by Youth Network members, is “Resilience 2.0” as
described in the 2025 Strategic Foresight Report of the European Commission. In the
preparation of the workshop Youth Network members gave feedback on their priorities on
topics within the Resilience 2.0 framework, which will be considered in the agenda.
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Strategic Foresight

Strategic foresightis a core capability of the European Commission that helps prepare the
EU for long-term challenges such as geopolitical shifts, climate change, environmental
degradation, and technological transformation. Rather than predicting the future,
foresight explores a range of possible, plausible, probable, and preferable futures to
support informed decision-making and shape desirable outcomes. By integrating
collective intelligence and structured analysis into policymaking, it aims at strengthening
the long-term resilience, coherence, and preparedness of EU policies.

At the political level, strategic foresight is under the responsibility of Commissioner for
Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport. The Secretariat-General and the
Joint Research Centre (JRC) lead the implementation of the mandate by offering the
know-how and a broad range of foresight methods and tools.

The Commission's strategic foresight activities are coordinated by the Secretariat-
General and the Joint Research Centre (JRC), supported by the Strategic Foresight
Network, the EU-wide Foresight Network with Member States, and international partners
such as the OECD and the UN.

Strategic foresight is embedded throughout the EU policy cycle, supporting policy design,
impact assessments, and evaluations under the Commission’s Better Regulation
Agenda. It relies on methods such as horizon scanning to detect emerging trends,

megatrend analysis to understand long-term drivers of change, and scenario
development to test policy options against alternative futures. These tools help ensure
that EU policies remain robust, adaptive, and future-oriented in a rapidly changing global
environment.

Since 2020, the Commission has been publishing yearly Strategic Foresight Reports that
identify emerging challenges and strategic priorities. The 2025 report, Resilience 2.0,
focuses on enabling the EU to thrive in an increasingly uncertain world by strengthening
resilience through strategic autonomy, competitiveness, technological balance, societal
well-being, and democratic values.
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Resilience 2.0

The European Commission’s “Resilience 2.0” initiative seeks to strengthen the EU’s
capacity to anticipate, respond to and adapt to crises and long-term change. It identifies
eight key areas for action, ranging from reinforcing the EU’s role as a reliable global actor
and enhancing security through innovative technologies to building a future-oriented
economy and promoting sustainable well-being and social justice. Other priorities
include adapting education and skills to technological and societal transformations,
safeguarding democracy, media freedom and social cohesion, and addressing
demographic change while promoting intergenerational equity.

Resilience 2.0 is intended as a long-term framework for EU policy, encouraging
cooperation among European institutions, Member States, research organisations and
other stakeholders. Its overall ambition is to ensure that Europe is better prepared to
navigate future challenges while remaining adaptable, cohesive and capable of turning
change into opportunities.

. Developing a coherent global
vision for the EU: asserting the
EU position as a strong, stable, and
trusted worldwide partner, based on
a clear strategic concept.

5. Supporting sustainable and
inclusive well-being: supporting a
social market economy and a just
transition to a clean economy.

. Amplifying internal and external 6. Reimagining education:

security: developing a technology-
savvy forward-looking approach,
capitalising on civil-military
synergies.

. Harnessing the power of tech-
nology and research: taking a
leading role in shaping ethical and
science-based global governance
and guardrails for high-impact
technologies.

. Strengthening long-term eco-
nomic resilience: increasing the
ability to deliver sustainable and
inclusive growth.

coupling education reform with
future-oriented labour market
and social policies.

. Strengthening democracy as a

common good: countering polarisa-
tion, supporting community build-
ing and safequarding democratic
standards.

. Strengthening intergenerational
fairness: ensuring that decisions
taken today do not harm future
generations.

Resilience 2.0 covers eight areas of action. The ESDN Youth Network members rankes
these areas of action according to their interest. The top four topics will be dealt with
during the ESDN Youth Workshop in Vienna:



e Developing a coherent global vision for the EU

©)

Clear strategic vision, defined values, interests, and role in the global
rules-based order.

Strengthen global competitiveness and influence, including a stronger
international role for the euro and attracting global talent in key sectors like
research and biotechnology.

Increase economic and geopolitical strength (EU enlargement, integrate
candidate countries)

New partnerships and alliances, improve energy and economic
security, combined with climate protection goals.

Long-term neighborhood partnerships to promote regional stability,
prosperity, and global influence.

e Strengthening democracy as a common good

o

Combat polarisation, disinformation, and information manipulation,
especially those amplified by social media and Al algorithms.

Strengthen media and digital literacy, particularly in schools, to help
people resist misinformation and think critically online.

Protect young people’s mental health from harmful effects of social
media while helping them benefit from digital technologies.

The EU should reinforce democracy and social cohesion by protecting
the rule of law, media freedom, civil society, and local community
engagement.

EU institutions should improve communication and citizen participation
to strengthen trust, democratic resilience, and informed public debate.

e Supporting sustainable and inclusive well-being

o

Strengthen a fair transition to a clean economy, including greener
taxation and support for affected communities.

New social contract should improve welfare, public services, and reduce
inequalities across regions and populations.

Health resilience and well-being, including secure medicine supply,
preventive healthcare, and progress measures beyond GDP.

e Strengthen long-term economic resilience

o

Strengthen economic resilience and sustainable growth, making
industries more competitive and better able to handle external shocks and
technological change.



o Secure autonomy: strengthen supply chains, critical resources, skills, and
key industries while preparing for labour market disruptions.

o Accelerate investments in decarbonisation and clean energy, alongside
climate-resilient infrastructure and lower greenhouse gas emissions.

o Expand circular economy and critical raw materials strategy, including
recycling, domestic production, and alternatives to fossil-based materials.

o More investment in innovation, defence, and competitiveness,
including support for SMEs.

Inputs and Speakers at ESDN Youth WS

We invited several speakers to provide inputs on the above topics as a basis for youth to
discuss and work on their own position. On the following pages, you will find information
about the speakers and a short abstract of the input they will provide, mostly written by
the speakers themselves, in chronological order of their presentations.

Day 1: Wed, 12 August 2026

16:00-17:00 CEST
What type of Resilience do we want? Can resilience go wrong? Critical
reflections connecting ecology and peace

Sophia Stanger, Austrian Centre for Peace, Focal Point Environmental Peacebuilding

From physics and psychology to economics and defence: resilience has a long history.
Today, it is experiencing a significant revival. However, resilience is not a neutral term—its
meaning and application are shaped by the values that underpinit, leading to a wide range
of possible actions and outcomes. When resilience is narrowly framed as defence against
external threats alone, resilience risks going wrong. Instead, Sophia Stanger argues that
resilience should be anchored in a vision of justice and ecological peace. In this session,
we will explore different concepts of resilience. Participants are invited to critically
examine both the opportunities and potential pitfalls of applying resilience in the context
of European politics.

Sophia Stanger is leading on Environmental Peacebuilding at the Austrian Centre for
Peace. She is a certified trainer and mediator and works at the intersection of climate,
peace and security in both Europe and West Africa.
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Day 2: Thu, 13 August 2026

09:20-10:10
EU “s Macro-regional Strategies

Robert Lichtner, Head of the Danube Strategy Point, EU Macroregional Strategy for the
Danube Region, Austria

EU Macro-regional Strategies Countries and regions in Europe face challenges that know
no borders like pollution, climate change, unemployment, lack of connectivity, security
issues or sustainable energy questions. The citizens deserve policies and actions that
offer opportunities and protect them and the environment in a fair way across the
continent. The EU’s macro regions are closely connected areas with common needs and
challenges. To identify cooperation potentials, political iR |

leaders established macro-regional strategies. These
Strategies thus envisage and enable better cooperation
in these macro regions. They work across borders,
sectors and governance levels. Macro regional
strategies serve as open and agile platforms for
strategic networking. They help to coordinate joint
policies and actions far beyond physical or
psychological barriers. A broad range of experts works
together on thematic platforms and processes to
define and implement concrete work plans that

ultimately shape cooperation on the ground. As such,
they make cooperation meaningful and their macro

regions stronger, more resilient and attractive to live in.
A macro-regional strategy is an integrated framework endorsed by the European Council,
which may be supported by the European Structural and Investment Funds among others,
to address common challenges faced by a defined geographical area relating to Member
States and third countries located in the same geographical area which thereby benefit
from strengthened cooperation contributing to achievement of economic, social and
territorial cohesion. Four EU macro-regional strategies, covering several policies, have
been adopted so far: The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (2009), The EU Strategy for
the Danube Region (2010), The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Region (2014), The
EU Strategy for the Alpine Region (2015).

Hatched armas are part of two o ore
macro-cegans

Dr. Robert LICHTNER is head of the Danube Strategy Point, the secretariat of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR), based in Vienna and Bucharest. The EUSDR was
founded, on the initiative of Austria and Romania, in 2010 by the European Commission
and nine EU Member States (Bulgaria, Germany, Croatia, Austria, Romania, Slovakia,
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Slovenia, Czech Republic and Hungary) and five EU candidate countries (Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine) and adopted by the
Council of the European Unionin 2011. From the source of the Danube in the Black Forest
to the Black Sea, the Strategy thus comprises 14 states with a total of 115 million
inhabitants. Dr. Lichtner works for the City of Vienna, as hosting Institution of the Danube
Strategy Point.

10:10-10:50
Fostering a Fair Transition: Making Climate Neutrality work for everyone

Marie Isabel Reitbauer & Marlene Baldinger, Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and
Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Management,
Department for Green Finance and Environmental Economics

1. Just Transition

In recent years, the term Just Transition has become firmly established in political
discourse. Just Transition describes a fair and equitable transition towards climate
neutrality, including everyone, as the transition can be particularly burdensome for low-
income households and other vulnerable groups. From a policy perspective, the central
goal is to accompany this transformation process with targeted measures and social
policy interventions to ensure social protection and safeguard living standards across all
segments of society and the economy.

At EU level, the EU Green Deal provides the framework for a just transition and outlines
a path towards climate neutrality in which “no one is left behind.” Its Just Transition
Mechanism (JTM) is a key tool to ensure that the transition towards a climate-neutral
economy happens in a fair, inclusive way. It provides targeted support to help mobilise
around EUR 55 billion over the period 2021-2027 in the most affected regions, to alleviate
the socio-economic impact of the transition.

Just Transition in Austria

As many other EU countries, Austria has already introduced measures to ensure a
sustainable and socially sensible transition for all and tried to ensure access to the
benefits of the transition to lower income families, such as through specific subsidy
schemes for renovations. This is crucial to leave no one behind in order to facilitate a
climate neutral and resource friendly society and economy.



2. Social Climate Fund

To meet the EU’s goal of climate neutrality by 2050, a new Emissions Trading System (ETS
2) will be introduced in 2028. This system will put a price on carbon emissions from
buildings, road transport and small industries. While this is crucial for reducing
emissions, it may affect energy and fuel prices. The Social Climate Fund is designed
to cushion the impact on those who may struggle the most: It will support vulnerable
citizens and small businesses who are most affected by rising energy and transport prices
as Europe moves towards climate neutrality. This new policy instrument will start
operating in 2026, so that support reaches people even before the effects of ETS 2
become a reality.

88% of Europeans 9in 10 Europeans In 2023, more than 1in 46% believe sustainable
support a green support financial help for 10 people in Europe energy and services will
transition that leaves no vulnerable households to could not keep their be affordable for all by
one behind make their homes more home warm 2050

energy efficient

Source: European Commission

3. Interactive Part

In this session, we will discuss why Just Transition remains politically relevant and explore
the challenges and opportunities it presents. Additionally, we will explore potential and
existing policy measures with the goal to create a fair path towards climate neutrality.

11:15-12:15

Psychological Resilience

Hilma Salonen, Nordregio, Sweden

How do communities respond when a crisis suddenly disrupts everyday life? Who do
people turn to, which places become important, and what makes a community capable
of coping and recovering? The Building Resilience Game, developed by Nordregio,
explores these questions through a scenario-based serious game.

The game focuses on psychological and community resilience — the capacity of
individuals and communities to withstand stress, respond to disruption and recover from
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crises. Rather than discussing resilience only as an abstract policy concept, the game
allows participants to experience and explore it through practical decision-making.

Participants work in groups representing different types of communities, such as an
island community, rural village, small town or large city and try to simulate how a
community responds to crisis, for example, a prolonged power cut, contaminated
drinking water, severe weather or a hybrid attack.

The game makes visible aspects of resilience that are often overlooked in emergency
planning. The strength of the game lies also in the discussion that follows the simulation:
What choices did we make, why did we make them, and what does this tell us about
resilience in our own communities? By combining play, scenario thinking and reflection,
the game offers a practical way to explore how trust, communication, social
infrastructure and shared responsibility can strengthen resilience —not only during crises,
but also in everyday life. (Al used)

13:00-13:15
Resilience Strategy of Finland

Hanna Havumaki, Ministry of the Interior, Department for Civil Protection, Finland

As a resilience professional at the Finnish Ministry of the Interior, | work daily with
comprehensive security, crisis preparedness, and societal adaptability. Finland is
globally recognized for its unique model of "comprehensive security," where resilience is
built through high societal trust, cross-sector cooperation, and proactive planning. My
expertise lies in strengthening these systems to ensure that society can withstand, adapt
to, and recover from complex modern crises.

Contribution to the Event

In the face of climate change, evolving security threats, and rapid geopolitical shifts,
European resilience is more critical than ever. To this event, the organizers, and the young
citizens shaping Europe's future, | bring:

e The Finnish Model of Resilience: Actionable insights into how Finland builds
world-class crisis preparedness and societal endurance without compromising
open, democratic values.

e A Security-by-Design Perspective: Expertise on how internal security and
climate adaptation intersect, demonstrating how robust infrastructure and
community trust shield societies from hybrid and environmental threats.
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e Empowering the Next Generation: Acommitmentto equipping young Europeans
with the strategic concepts and tools necessary to build a secure, sustainable, and
adaptive continent.

| look forward to contributing a practical, expert-level perspective to our discussions on
Europe’s future and engaging directly with the young minds who will lead it. (Al used)

13:15-13:30
Resilience Strategy of Luxembourg

Elena Metzdorf, Ministry of the Climate, Environment and Biodiversity, Luxembourg
(online)

From national resilience to water resilience

Hello, my name is Elena Metzdorf, and | work as a Project Manager in the Directorate of
Natural Resources, Water and Forests at the Ministry of the Environment, Climate and
Biodiversity. In this role, | manage projects focused on climate adaptation, water
resilience, wastewater management, and urban greening, contributing to initiatives that
promote environmental sustainability and strengthen resilience to climate change.

Luxembourg's approach to resilience is built in layers :

At the top sits the National Resilience Strategy ("Létz Prepare!") led by the Ministry of
State and presented in October 2025. It is an umbrella document bringing together eight
pillars, from defending democracy and cyber resilience to essential goods and services,
under one whole-of-society vision: the idea that citizens, businesses, and institutions
each have a role in helping the country withstand, adapt to, and recover from shocks,
whether that's a pandemic, a cyberattack, or a flash flood.

Building on this national framework, the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and
Action Plan, led by the Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Biodiversity (MECB) and
adopted in April 2026, was developed through an extensive participatory process
involving nearly 500 stakeholders. It translates that broader vulnherability into 152
concrete measures across 17 fields of action, spanning sectors such as crisis
management, public health, water, agriculture, biodiversity, and the economy.

The National Water Resilience Strategy, currently being finalized by the MECB, focuses
on safeguarding Luxembourg's water by promoting efficient water use, securing drinking
water supply, preserving ecosystems, and strengthening resilient infrastructure to ensure
water remains available in sufficient quantity and quality, whatever the disruption.
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Day 3: Friday, 14 August 2026

09:15-10:00
Strengthening long-term economic resilience

Michael Soder, Economist & socio-economist at the Vienna Chamber of Labor, Author,
University Lecturer, Austria

Long-Term Economic Resilience — Economic Policy for a Resilient Future

Economic developments and crises, ranging from the pandemic and the energy crisis to
geopolitical tensions, environmental crises, and technological disruption, have made it
clear that economic efficiency alone cannot be a sufficient goal of economic policy. The
central challenge of modern economic policy lies in building long-term economic
resilience and the ability to withstand shocks. It is about nothing less than building an
economy’s capacity not only to weather shocks, but also to adapt, learn, and emerge from
them stronger. This requires a shift in perspective: away from reactive crisis management
and toward a strategic, forward-looking approach to shaping economic development.

Resilience does not arise by chance but is the result of targeted investments in future-
oriented markets, infrastructure, and people’s minds. A modern economic policy must
therefore actively promote strategic future fields such as climate neutrality, robotics, and
the circular economy. At the same time, itis essential to strengthen critical infrastructure,
energy supply, industrial value creation, and technological expertise in Europe to reduce
geopolitical dependencies. Public procurement, innovation policy, education and labor
market policy, as well as industrial policy, will become key levers for active regional
development. Equally crucial is the government’s ability to manage uncertainty,
experiment, and learn from these experiences.

Afterall, long-term economic resilience also means social cohesion. Transformations will
only be successful if they are designed in a socially just manner. Decent work, skills
development, worker participation, and a fair distribution of the costs of transformation
are not secondary considerations, but essential prerequisites for economic stability and
political acceptance. A resilient economic policy therefore combines sustainable
competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and social security. It not only generates
growth but also strengthens the ability of the economy and society to successfully
navigate future crises and actively seize the opportunities they present.
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Strengthening democracy as a common good

13:00-13:30
Youth Participation: GEN2030+ Styria initiative

lasmin Marinho Beres & Anna Langmaier, Members of GEN2030+ Styria initiative,
Austria

The post-2030 debate cannot take place without the voices of young people. To create a
better present and future for everyone, we need platforms that enable young people to
play a meaningful role in shaping the future — today, not just tomorrow. We encourage
young people in Austria to take responsibility and actively contribute their ideas.

More than 300 young people have taken partin our GEN2030+ Styria initiative and shared
their perspectives on a future worth living. An important part of the project has now been
completed. The results are currently being analysed and a report is being drafted, which
will serve as a framework for strengthening youth participation and as a contribution to
the post-2030 debate.

We are committed to ensuring thatyoung people’s voices are heard and incorporated into
political and societal decision-making processes at national, European and international
levels.

The initiative is supported by the association beteiligung.st and implemented on behalf of
the Province of Styria, A14 Sustainability Coordination.

13:30 - 14:20
Designing Trustworthy Al for Democratic Resilience

Julia Eisner, Researcher & Lecturer, Sociology & Communication, Studies University of
Applied Science GmbH - Campus Wieselburg & Wiener Neustadt, Austria

Artificial Intelligence is rapidly becoming part of democratic societies. Al systems
increasingly shape how citizens access information, participate in public debates and
form political opinions. At the same time, generative Al creates new opportunities for
democratic participation while also amplifying risks such as misinformation, algorithmic
bias, political manipulation and declining trust. Building democratic resilience therefore
requires more than technological innovation. It requires citizens who can critically reflect
on Al and Al systems that are designhed according to democratic values.

The session introduces participants to current challenges at the intersection of

democracy and Al before engaging them in a collaborative design process. Using the
14



Democratic Al Canvas, participants explore how Al could support democracy while
identifying risks, safeguards and design principles for trustworthy Al. The workshop is
directly linked to the Austrian research project DemoPlay, which develops an Al-
supported educational simulation game to strengthen democratic resilience, Al literacy
and civic participation among young people.

Part 1 - Democracy in the Age of Al | Keynote

1. Why democracy increasingly starts on digital platforms = How Al is reshaping public
communication and political participation = Why young Europeans experience
democracy primarily through digital spaces

2. Al, misinformation and democratic resilience = From algorithmic amplification to
generative Al = Why Al changes not only information, but also public discourse and trust

3. Al in practice: Threat or opportunity? = When Al undermines democracy = When Al
strengthens participation, inclusion and deliberation

4. From trustworthy Al to democratic Al governance = Why trust in Al is a democratic
challenge = The role of transparency, accountability and human oversight

5. From media literacy to critical Al literacy = What competencies citizens need in an Al-
mediated democracy = Transition to the Democratic Al Governance Canvas

Part 2- Co-Design Lab - Democratic Al Canvas | Workshop

Participants work in small groups on a Democratic Al Canvas and one democratic
challenge.
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