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ESDN YOUTH Workshop 2026  
Resilience 2.0 ES

D
N

 

Foto “ESDN Youth WS 2025” by WU Wien 

In 2020 the European Sustainable Development Network established the ESDN Youth Network, which is 
funded by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety. 
 
Its yearly on-site event, the ESDN Youth Workshop 2026, taking place on 12–15 August 2026 in Vienna at 
the Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and 
Water Management, will bring together more than 40 UN Youth Delegates and National Representatives on 
Sustainable Development (SD) from around 30 European countries to discuss issues most relevant to them.  
 
The overarching theme is: “Resilience 2.0” as described in the 2025 Strategic Foresight Report - European 
Commission. Four of the eight areas of action will be dealt with in more detail according to a ranking carried 
out by the ESDN Youth Network: 
 

• Supporting sustainable and inclusive well-being 

• Strengthening democracy as a common good 

• Developing a coherent global vision for the EU  

• Strengthen long-term economic resilience 
  

 
         In 2026, in cooperation with: 
  

  

https://www.esdn.eu/
https://www.esdn.eu/for-you/youth
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/strategic-foresight/2025-strategic-foresight-report_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/strategic-foresight/2025-strategic-foresight-report_en
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  Day 1: Wednesday, 12 August 2026 
 

15:00 – 15:30 CEST Arrival, Registration, Networking, and Welcome Coffee 
 

Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental 
Protection, Regions and Water Management 
Stubenring 1, 1010, Vienna 
Gobelin Saal (1st Floor) 

 

15:30 – 16:00 CEST Opening & Welcome  
 

15:30 – 15:45  Opening 
  Elisabeth Freytag-Rigler, ESDN President, Head of Department for EU 

Coordination for Climate and Environment, Federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water 
Management, Austria 

 

15:45 – 16:00 Welcome & Agenda 

Ursula Kopp & Mariia Kostetckaia, ESDN Youth Support Team, Austria  
Eric Mulholland, ESDN Executive Coordinator, Austria 
Katja Hummer, Event Moderator, Austria 

 

16:00 – 17:30 CEST European Resilience  
 

16:00 – 17:00  What type of Resilience do we want? Can resilience go wrong? 
Critical reflections connecting ecology and peace  

  Sophia Stanger, Focal Point Environmental Peacebuilding, Austrian Centre for 
Peace 

 
17:00 – 17:30 CEST Snack Break   

 

17:30 – 19:00 CEST Introduce Yourself!  
 

17:30 – 19:00   Get-to-know & Form Groups 
  Katja Hummer, Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and 

Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Management, Austria 
 

  Get-to-know each other 
  Goal for the end of the WS 
  Which topic would you like to work on?    

 
19:00 – 20:30 CEST Dinner & Networking  
   Finger food at the Ministry  
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Day 2: Thursday, 13 August 2026 
 

08:30 – 09:00 CEST Arrival, Morning Networking, and Welcome Coffee 
 

Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental 
Protection, Regions and Water Management 
Stubenring 1, 1010, Vienna 
Gobelin Saal (1st Floor) 

 

09:00 – 09:20 CEST Welcome    

 
09:00 – 09:10 Frank Hönerbach & Birte Solveig Kulla, ESDN Advisory Board Members, Federal 

Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety, Germany 

 

09:10 – 09:20  Workshop Overview and Goals of Today 

Katja Hummer, Workshop Moderator, Austria 

 

09:20 – 10:10 CEST Developing a coherent global vision for the EU 

 
09:20 – 09:40  EU´s Macro-regional Strategies 

Robert Lichtner, Head of the Danube Strategy Point, EU Macroregional 
Strategy for the Danube Region, Austria 

 

09:40 – 10:10  Interactive Part 

 

10:10 – 10:50 CEST Supporting sustainable and inclusive well-being 

 
10:10 – 10:30  Just Transition & Austrian Social Climate Plan 

Marie Isabel Reitbauer & Marlene Baldinger, Austrian Ministry for Agriculture 
and Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water 
Management, Department for Green Finance and Environmental Economics, 
Austria 

 

10:30 – 10:50  Interactive part 

 
10:50 – 11:15 CEST Coffee break 

 

11:15 – 13:45 CEST Resilience 

 
11:15 – 12:15 CEST Psychological Resilience     

Hilma Salonen & N.N., Nordregio, Sweden 
 

12:15 – 13:00 CEST Lunch break (buffet) 
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13:00 – 13:15  Resilience Strategy of Finland   
Hanna Havumäki, Ministry of the Interior, Department for Civil Protection, 
Finland 

 

13:15 – 13:30  Resilience Strategy of Luxembourg 
Elena Metzdorf, Ministry of the Climate, Environment and Biodiversity, 
Luxembourg (online)  

 

13:30 – 13:45  Q&A 

 
13:45 – 14:15 CEST Snack Break 

 

14:15 – 15:00 CEST Tram D  
to Sickenberggasse 

 

15:00 – 16:30 CEST Excursion: Water Lab 
Am Brigittenauer Sporn 3, 1200 Vienna 

 

16:30 – 17:30 CEST GROUP WORK 
 

18:00 – 21:00 CEST Dinner  
 

   Weingut Feuerwehr Wagner GmbH 
Grinzinger Straße 53 
1190 Vienna 

 

Bus 38A to Neugebauerweg,  
or 30-minute walk 
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Day 3: Friday, 14 August 2026 
 

08:30 – 09:00 CEST Arrival, Morning Networking, and Welcome Coffee 
 

Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental 
Protection, Regions and Water Management 
Stubenring 1, 1010, Vienna 
Gobelin Saal (1st Floor)   

 

09:00 – 09:15 CEST Overview    

 
09:00 – 09:05 Workshop Overview and Goals of Today 

Katja Hummer, Workshop Moderator, Austria 
 

09:05 – 09:15  ESDN Youth Network Information 

Ursula Kopp & Mariia Kostetckaia, ESDN Youth Support Team 

 

09:15 – 10:00 CEST Strengthening long-term economic resilience 

 
09:15 – 10:00 Economic Policy for a Resilient Future 

Michael Soder, Economist & Socio-Economist at the Vienna Chamber of Labor, 
Author, University Lecturer, Austria 

 
10:00 – 10:30 CEST Coffee break 

 

10:30 – 12:00 CEST GROUP WORK 

 
12:00 – 13:00 CEST Lunch break 

 

13:00 – 14:20 CEST Strengthening democracy as a common good 
 

13:00 – 13:30  Youth Participation: GEN2030+ Styria initiative 
Iasmin Marinho Beres & Anna Langmaier, Members of GEN2030+ Styria 
initiative, Austria 

 

13:30 – 14:20  Designing Trustworthy AI for Democratic Resilience 
Julia Eisner, Researcher & Lecturer, Sociology & Communication, Studies 
University of Applied Science GmbH - Campus Wieselburg & Wiener Neustadt, 
Austria 

 

14:20 – 15:20 CEST GROUP WORK 

 
15:20 – 15:50 CEST Coffee break 

16:00 – 18:00 CEST Excursion: hands-up / Vienna Tour for Future 
 

18:30 – 20:00 CEST Dinner at Beach bar “Wake-up”, Am Wehr 1, 1220 Vienna 
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Day 3: Saturday, 15 August 2026 
 

08:30 – 09:00 CEST Arrival, Morning Networking, and Welcome Coffee 
 

Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental 
Protection, Regions and Water Management 
Stubenbastei 5, 1010, Vienna 
Fest Saal (Ground Floor)    

 

09:00 – 09:15 CEST Overview    

 
09:00 – 09:05 Workshop Overview and Goals of Today 

Katja Hummer, Workshop Moderator, Austria 
 

09:05 – 09:15  ESDN Youth Network Information 

Ursula Kopp & Mariia Kostetckaia, ESDN Youth Support Team  
 

Who will present at ESDN Conference? 

 

09:15 – 10:30 CEST GROUP WORK 

 
10:30 – 10:45 CEST Coffee break 

 

10:45 – 11:30 CEST EXCHANGE 

 

11:30 – 12:30 CEST GROUP WORK 

 

12:30 – 13:00 CEST Farewell 

 
 13:00 – 13:30 CEST Drinks & Snacks 
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Accommodation 

Youth participants will stay at the a&o Hostel Wien Hauptbahnhof, Sonnwendgasse 11, 1100, Vienna, Tel.: +49-(0)30 80947 
5110, in twin rooms with separate single beds, including bed linen and breakfast. The accommodation is located next to 
Vienna Central Station and has already been paid for. 
 
Venue  
The event will take place in two buildings of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and 
Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Management: Stubenring 1 (12–14 August) and Stubenring 5 (15 August). 
Both venues are located in Vienna's first district and are easily accessible by underground or tram. 
 
This is an on-site event. There will be no live streaming or full recording. 
 

Sustainability 

We encourage all participants to choose transportation options with the lowest possible CO₂ emissions or, if flying is 
unavoidable, to offset their emissions. Where feasible, please follow the 12-hour rule by travelling by train if the journey 
takes less than 12 hours. The accommodation and event venues are easily accessible by public transport, and sustainability 
criteria have guided our choice of catering and dinner venues. 

 
Costs & Funding 

Participation in the event is free of charge, and meals will be provided throughout the event. 
 
Travel and accommodation costs may be reimbursed. To receive reimbursement, please complete the reimbursement form, 
which will be sent to you by the support team after the event. Together with the form, please submit copies of all relevant 
invoices, tickets, boarding passes, and other supporting documents. Eligible CO₂ compensation costs will also be reimbursed 
upon submission of a receipt. This funding is provided by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN) through the ESDN. 
 
Please send your reimbursement documents by September 1, 2026, to ursula.kopp@wu.ac.at.  

 
Contact & Questions 

For any questions you might have please do not hesitate to contact the ESDN Youth Network support team – we are happy to assist 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ursula Kopp ursula.kopp@wu.ac.at   Mariia Kostetckaia mariia.kostetckaia@wu.ac.at 

 
 

 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you soon! 
 
 

 
 
 

The European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) is a non-profit, pan- European peer-learning, networking, 
knowledge, and advocacy platform for sustainability professionals in the public sector working in collaboration with other 
organisations and institutions dealing with sustainable development issues. It is based on the transparent and trustful 
cooperation of these actors. It collects, compiles and shares information on sustainability policies, strategies and 
practises, and provides expertise to political decision-makers at European, national and sub-national levels. The ESDN 
also fosters sustainable development through active communication and continued cooperation with other 
stakeholders and civil society.                                                      

            www.esdn.eu 

https://www.aohostels.com/en/vienna/wien-hauptbahnhof/
mailto:ursula.kopp@wu.ac.at
mailto:ursula.kopp@wu.ac.at
mailto:mariia.kostetckaia@wu.ac.at

