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Introduction 

 
The ESDN Youth Workshop 2026 took 
place on 12–15 August 2026 in Vienna. It 
was hosted by the Austrian Ministry for 
Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and 
Environmental Protection, Regions and 
Water Management (BMLUK). 
 
Within the overarching theme 
“Resilience 2.0” as described in the 2025 
Strategic Foresight Report of the 
European Commission the Youth 
participants chose to focus on five key 
themes: developing a coherent global 
vision for the EU, strengthening 
democracy as a common good, 
supporting sustainable and inclusive 
well-being, strengthening long-term 
economic resilience, and reimagining 
education and received expert inputs. 

The invitation to participate was sent to 
more than 250 members of the ESDN 
Youth Network.  50 expressed their 
interest; some withdrew their application 
later. So, everyone who wanted could 
participate, in total, 42 people (25 
female, 17 male) representing 31 
European countries. 

The ESDN Members Frank Hönerbach, 
and Birte Solveig Kulla (BMUKN, 
Germany), Taru Savolainen (Prime 
Minister’s Office, Finland), Hannah 
Jennewein (BMLUK, Austria), and Anna 
Katharina Varjai (BKA Austria) provided 
input and exchanged with the Youth 
Delegates. 

Expert inputs were given by altogether 10 
expert speakers from Austria, Finland, 
Luxembourg, and Sweden as well as two 
students from Austria – for more details 
see the following pages. 

The Youth Representatives’ sustainable 
travel (including CO2 compensation in 
cases when train/bus journey was not 
possible) and their stay in Vienna, as well 
as regional and sustainable (vegan) 
catering, were covered by the ESDN, 
which was made possible through 
extensive sponsoring by the German 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Climate Action, Nature Conservation 
and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN), and some 
sponsoring for catering by the Austrian 
Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, 
Climate and Environmental Protection, 
Regions and Water Management. 

The ESDN Youth Workshop was 
organised and coordinated by Ursula 
Kopp and Mariia Kostetckaia from the 
ESDN Youth Support Team, based at the 
Vienna University of Economics and 
Business, Institute for Managing 
Sustainability, in close cooperation with 
Elisabeth Freytag-Rigler and Katja 
Hummer (BMLUK, Austria), They were 
supported by Eric Mulholland, ESDN 
Executive Coordinator, as well as 

Franziska Wolff, Frank Hönerbach and 
Birte Solveig Kulla from the BMUKN.  

This report provides an overview of all 
expert inputs and activities of the Youth 
Workshop in Vienna. 
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Opening 12 August, 2026 

 
The ESDN Youth Workshop 2026 brought 
together young people from across 
Europe for several days of learning, 
exchange, discussion and collaborative 
work on the theme of “Resilience 2.0”. 
Hosted in Vienna, the workshop explored 
resilience from ecological, social, 
economic, political and democratic 
perspectives and provided participants 
with opportunities to connect these 
perspectives to their own experiences 
and ideas for Europe’s future. 
 
The workshop 
opened with a 
welcome from 
Elisabeth 
Freytag-Rigler, 
ESDN President 
and Head of Department for EU 
Coordination for Climate and 
Environment at the Austrian Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Climate and Environmental Protection, 
Regions and Water Management. 
Moderator Katja Hummer (BMLUK), 
together with Ursula Kopp and Mariia 
Kostetckaia from the ESDN Youth 
Support Team, and Eric Mulholland, ESDN 
Executive Coordinator, introduced the 
programme, its objectives and the 
overall workshop process. 
 
The first thematic session focused on 
European resilience. Sophia Stanger 
from the Austrian Centre for Peace 
invited participants to critically reflect on 

different 
understandings of 
resilience and on 
the question of 
what kind of 
resilience Europe 
actually wants. 
She connected 
resilience with ecology, justice and 
peace and encouraged participants to 
consider both the opportunities and 
potential pitfalls of resilience 
approaches. 
 
The opening day also provided space for 
participants to get to know each other, 
identify their interests and form working 
groups around topics they wanted to 
explore during the workshop. The day 
concluded with informal networking 
over finger food at the Austrian Ministry. 
 
13 August, 2026 

 
The second day began with morning 
networking and an opening by Frank 
Hönerbach & Birte Solveig Kulla (BMUKN) 
 

Taru Savolainen, Birte Solveig Kulla, Katja Hummer, 

Mariia Kostetckaia, Eric Mulholland, Frank 

Hönerbach, Ursula Kopp (ESDN + Support Team) 
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In the first session on developing a 
coherent global 
vision for the EU, 
Robert Lichtner, Head 
of the Danube 
Strategy Point, 
introduced the EU’s 
macro-regional 
strategies and 
showed how 
cooperation across 
borders, sectors and 
governance levels can help European 
regions address shared challenges and 
strengthen their resilience. An interactive 
session allowed participants to discuss 
the topic further. 
 
The next session addressed sustainable 
and inclusive well-being. Marie Isabel 
Reitbauer and Marlene Baldinger from 

the Austrian Environment Ministry 
(BMLUK) discussed Just Transition and 
the challenge of ensuring that the 
transition towards climate neutrality is 
fair and inclusive. They also introduced 
relevant European and Austrian policy 
instruments, including the Just Transition 
Mechanism and the Social Climate Fund. 

The afternoon focused more specifically 
on resilience. 
Hilma Salonen 
and Miia Itänen 
from Nordregio 
introduced  
psychological 
and community resilience through the 
Building Resilience Game.  Working with 
different crisis scenarios, participants 
explored how trust, communication, 

social infrastructure and shared 
responsibility influence the ability of 
communities to cope with and recover 
from crises. 

 

The building blocks were handmade in a social 

organisation providing young people in Austria 

with a second chance to complete vocational 

training and served also as a souvenir for the 

workshop participants. 
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Participants then heard short 
presentations on national approaches 
to resilience. 
Hanna Havumäki 
from the Finnish 
Ministry of the 
Interior presented 
Finland’s 
comprehensive 
security approach, 
highlighting crisis preparedness, cross-
sector cooperation and societal trust.  
Elena Metzdorf from Luxembourg’s 
Ministry of the Climate, Environment and 
Biodiversity presented online 
Luxembourg’s national resilience 

framework, 
with a 

particular 
focus on 

climate 
adaptation and water resilience. A Q&A 
session gave participants the 
opportunity to compare the different 
approaches. 
 
The afternoon continued outside the 

conference setting 
with a tram ride to 
the Brigittenauer 
Sporn and an 
excursion to the 
River Lab (University 
of Applied Science), 
with a guided tour 

by Marcel Liedermann, followed by 
group work. The day ended with a 
shared dinner at Weingut Feuerwehr 
Wagner with a vegan buffet dinner.  

14 August, 2026 

 
The following day shifted the focus 
towards long-term economic and 
democratic resilience. Michael Soder, 
economist and socio-economist at the 
Vienna Chamber of Labour, discussed 

economic policy for a resilient future. He 
addressed the need to move beyond 
short-term crisis management towards 
forward-looking investment in future-
oriented markets, infrastructure, 
innovation and skills, while also 
highlighting social cohesion and a fair 
distribution of the costs of 
transformation as important aspects of 
economic resilience. 
 
After further group work, the programme 
turned to democracy as a common 
good. Iasmin Marinho Beres and Anna 
Langmaier, 
members of 
the 
GEN2030+ 
Styria 
initiative, 
presented 
their work on youth participation. 
Drawing on a process involving more 
than 300 young people, they showed 
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how young people’s perspectives can 
contribute to discussions about Europe’s 
future and to political and societal 
decision-making. 
 
Julia Eisner, AI 
expert, then 
explored the 
relationship 
between AI and 
democratic 
resilience. She 
addressed how 
AI is changing 
public communication and 
participation, as well as challenges such 
as misinformation, algorithmic bias and 
declining trust. Through the Democratic 
AI Canvas, participants worked 
collaboratively on risks, safeguards and 
principles for trustworthy and 
democratic AI. 
 
The thematic sessions were 
complemented by further group work, 
allowing participants to connect the 
expert inputs with their own perspectives 
and develop their ideas collaboratively. 

An afternoon excursion, the “hands-up / 
Vienna Tour for Future”, offered another 
opportunity to explore the city and 

discuss future-oriented issues outside 
the workshop setting. The day 
concluded with dinner at the Wake-up 
beach bar. 
 
 
15 August, 2026 

 
The final day was dedicated primarily to 
group work, exchange and 
consolidating the results of the 
workshop. After a short overview of the 
day and information on the ESDN Youth 
Network, participants continued working 
in their groups.  
 
The workshop concluded with a farewell 
session, followed by informal drinks and 
snacks by a sustainable caterer. Overall, 
the programme combined expert input, 
interactive methods, group work, 
experiential learning, excursions and 
informal networking. This combination 
enabled participants not only to learn 
about different dimensions and 
approaches to resilience, but also to 
reflect on them, exchange perspectives 
across European countries and develop 
their own ideas for a resilient future.  
 
Those will be collected in ESDN policy 
notes and presented at the ESDN 
Conference in Dublin, 2 October, 2026 by 
several youth representatives. 
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A group photo of all the youth participants and 

some ESDN members and team. 
 

 

 

 

    We would like to thank everyone  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
who contributed to this event ! 
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Event evaluation 

 
17        8.6 / 10 

survey  
responses 

       overall  
       event rating 

 
4.8 / 5 14 / 17 

organising 
team 

rated the programme 
balance “about right” 

 
After the event, participants were sent a 
survey to provide feedback on the ESDN 
Youth Workshop in Vienna.  
 
17 participants completed the survey. 
The feedback was very positive overall. 
On a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 is “I did 
not like it at all” and 10 is “I really enjoyed 
it,” participants rated the event an 
average of 8.6 (votes from 7 to 10). 
 
The following aspects of the event 
received particularly high ratings on a 
scale from 1 to 5: the work of the 
organising team (4.8), the dinner at the 
Beach Bar “Wake-up” (4.9), the guided 
tours (4.6), the River Lab Tour (4.4), and 
the opportunities to network (4.4). The 
inputs from experts (4.2), group work 
(4.0) and the outcomes of the event, 
including the policy notes (4.3), were 
also rated positively. 
 
In the open-ended responses, 
participants highlighted the following 
aspects they enjoyed most: 
 
• Opportunities to meet and network 
with young people from different 

countries and backgrounds, and the 
sense of community that developed. 
 
• The wide variety and quality of 
speakers and topics, with participants 
particularly appreciating the different 
perspectives and the connection to the 
overall theme of resilience. 
 
• The varied programme, combining 
expert inputs, group work, study visits, 
tours and social activities. 
 
• The organisation and support 
provided by the organising team, which 
was repeatedly described as very good 
or exceptionally friendly and supportive. 
 
• The social programme and tours, 
particularly the guided city tours, the 
River Lab, the dinners and the 
opportunity to swim at the Beach Bar. 
 
The balance between expert 
input/activities and group work/ 
discussion was considered about right 
by 14 of the 17 respondents.  
 
The discussion paper was also well 
received. 14 participants read it fully and 
3 skimmed through it. Of those 
responding, 13 found it helpful for their 
preparation. 
 
When asked for suggestions on areas 
for improvement, participants most 
frequently mentioned: 
 
• More interactive exchange with 
speakers rather than mainly Q&A 
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sessions, and greater involvement of 
speakers in the youth group 
discussions. 
 
• More opportunities for getting to know 
each other and networking at the 
beginning, particularly to help first-time 
participants integrate into an already 
established group. 
 
• More structured methodology and/or 
time for group work, including more 
time to develop the policy notes and 
other outcomes. 
 
• Some participants felt that individual 
expert sessions could have been more 
closely connected to the broader 
workshop theme. 
 
• Accommodation and food: several 
participants mentioned the lack of air 
conditioning at the hostel. Some also 
suggested offering a wider range of 
vegetarian food rather than exclusively 
vegan meals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion from the feedback 
 
The overall rating of 8.6/10 indicates a 
very positive experience, keeping in 
mind that only 17 of 42 answered. 
 
The feedback shows that participants 
highly appreciated the international 
youth community, networking 
opportunities, diverse programme, 
expert inputs, social activities and 
strong support from the organising 
team.  
 
For future workshops, participants 
would particularly benefit from more 
structured opportunities to get to know 
each other at the beginning, more 
interactive exchange with experts, and 
sufficient time and methodology for 
group work and developing the 
outcomes. 
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ESDN YOUTH WORKSHOP, PARTICIPANTS’ LIST  

 

Country
Number of 

Participants

Albania 2

Austria 3

Belgium 3

Bulgaria 2

Croatia 1

Czech Republic 1

Denmark 1

Estonia 1

Finland 2

France 1

Georgia 1

Germany 1

Hungary 1

Iceland 1

Ireland 1

Latvia 1

Lithunia 1

Luxembourg 1

Malta 1

Netherlands 1

North Macedonia 1

Norway 1

Portugal 1

Romania 1

Slovakia 3

Slovenia 1

Spain 1

Switzerland 2

Ukraine 1

United Kingdom 1

Wales 2

31 countries 42

Youth Representatives


