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TERMS & ABBREVIATIONS

AB — Advisory Board

BMUKN — German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
Safety (former BMUV)

ESDN — European Sustainable Development Network

ESDN Office supports the work of the ESDN as part of the ESDN Association since 2022 with Eric Mulholland as
the executive manager. Prior to that, the office was located at the Institute for Managing Sustainability,
Vienna University of Economics and Business, with Ursula Kopp, Eric Mulholland, and Constanze Fetting
working there (2019-2021) and before that, with Gerald Berger and Eric Mulholland.

ESDN Youth Network is an informal network for Youth Representatives closely linked to the ESDN.

ESDN Youth Network Member is a Youth Representative who has agreed (in a written form) to be a part of
the ESDN Youth Network.

ESDN Youth Network Representatives are up to four ESDN Youth Network Members per year that represent
the ESDN Youth Network towards the ESDN, mainly by participating in the ESDN Advisory Board Meetings.

ESDN Youth Support Team deals with all issues related to the ESDN Youth Network since 2022, located at the
Institute for Managing Sustainability, Vienna University of Economics and Business (WU), with Ursula Kopp
and Mariia Kostetckaia.

EU — European Union

SD - Sustainable Development

SDGs - Sustainable Development Goals

UN — United Nations

UNYD — United Nations Youth Delegates

WU Vienna - Vienna University of Economics and Business, Institute for Managing Sustainability

Youth Representatives are all those UN Youth Delegates/national representatives of youth
orgonisotions/ossociotions that are contacted and invited to the ESDN Youth Network.
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INTRODUCTION

The ESDN has actively been working to
include youth perspectives in its
activities since 2020, based on the
Memorandum of Understanding on
Youth Participation within the ESDN. By
the end of 2025, the ESDN Youth Network
comprises 229 members from 36
different European countries.

In October 2025, the 6" annual ESDN
Youth Workshop was held in Berlin.
Besides this, the youth network members
were again offered several other
opportunities, such as participation in
ESDN events and different youth policy
processes, including participation in the
EESC Youth Test.

All ESDN Youth activities, including the
workshop and all travel costs for youth,
have so far been sponsored by the
German  Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Climate Action, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMUKN), under the auspices of the
ministry’s unit for sustainable
development, represented by Franziska
Wolff and Frank Hénerbach in 2025. All
tasks related to maintaining the network,
as well as workshop preparation and
documentation, were again carried out
by the ESDN Youth Support Team, Ursula
Kopp and Mariia Kostetckaia, Vienna
University of Economics and Business
(WU Vienna), Institute for Managing
Sustainability.

This report provides detailled
information on all the activities and

developments of the ESDN Youth
Network in 2025.

Chapter 1 covers the history and function
of the ESDN Youth Network and provides
information on its members and the
Memorandum of Understanding.

Chapter 2 provides details on the
physical ESDN Youth Workshop in Berlin in
October 2025, the yearly flagship event
of the ESDN Youth Network.

Chapter 3 informs about the
participation of youth in other ESDN
events in 2025.

Chapter 4 provides information on
network promotion activities and all
other activities of the ESDN Youth
Network in 2025, such as cooperation
with the EESC.



CHAPTER 1. ESDN YOUTH NETWORK:
DEVELOPMENT & FORMALISATION

Initiated in 2020, the idea of an ESDN
Youth Network has grown since then and
developed from an informal exchange
with youth into a formalised network with
appropriate  structures, rights and
obligations, including the regular
exchange with the boards of the ESDN.
This chapter summarises the history,
function, membership and formalisation
of the ESDN Youth Network.

History of the ESDN Youth
Network

After two successful Youth Workshops in
October 2020 and November 202], the
ESDN decided to institutionalise youth
participation in its activities in a more
permanent way. In order to lay the
foundation for an ESDN Youth Network
that provides added value for both
youth and the ESDN, and that would not
duplicate existing structures, the former
ESDN Office carried out a survey on the
situation of UN Youth Delegates and
other national youth representatives in
Europe. The ESDN publication Fetting,
Constanze; Kopp, Ursula (2021). ESDN
Youth Network - Concept, ESDN Report,
Dec 2021, ESDN Office, WU Vienng,
summarises the interview results with UN
Youth Delegates and other national
youth representatives on sustainable
development, the desk research on
European youth networks, as well as the

! The development of the ESDN Youth Network was
initiated be the German BMUKN and moderated
and documented by the ESDN Youth Support
Team.

ESDN Office's conclusions and
suggestions for an ESDN Youth Network.

In the following vyears, the ESDN
discussed the function and structure of
the ESDN Youth Network, as well as the
collaboration  between the Youth
Network and the ESDN, in several in-
person meetings and through a written
feedback process between the ESDN
Executive Committee and the Youth
Representatives. This intensive co-
creative participatory process led to the
Memorandum of Understanding?® in
2024.

Function & Benefits of the ESDN
Youth Network

While UN Youth Delegates are generally
very passionate and motivated, they
face challenges that are often specific
to their mandate?:

e Lack of structured opportunities
to connect with each other and
exchange experiences within
Europe

e Lack of access to policy
processes and little or no
knowledge about policy
processes and how to engage

e Sometimes only limited expertise
in sustainable development (SD)
topics

2 by the ESDN Youth Support Team

3 Fetting, Constanze; Kopp, Ursula (2021). ESDN
Youth Network - Concept, ESDN Report, Dec 202],
ESDN Office, WU Vienna



e Lack of time, financial, and travel
resources to participate in many
processes

e Llack of direct contacts with
ministries

e Absence of a European formal
network or platform where Youth
Delegates can connect and
exchange experiences

The ESDN Youth Network aims to address
these challenges by providing a
platform that connects both current
Youth Delegates and other national
Youth Representatives (mainly on
sustainable development), as well as
former Youth Delegates and Youth
Representatives. This allows them to
exchange experiences, expand their
knowledge on SD topics, and work on
initiatives  together. Furthermore, the
ESDN, as a network, can specifically offer
informal access to civil servants and
policy planners in the field of sustainable
development. This is mainly provided
through one large ESDN Youth Workshop
per year (see Chapter 2 for details),
where youth work on a specific SD topic
with the support of ESDN seniors and
experts, as well as through regular online
exchange meetings organised by the
ESDN Youth Support Team throughout
the year (see Chapter 4 for details).

Furthermore, ESDN Youth Network
members are regularly invited to
prepare inputs and present them at

4 This includes ESDN Youth Workshop, but also
events such as the ESDN Conference, ESDN

ESDN events (see Chapter 3 for details).
In addition, members of the ESDN Youth
Network have access to all ESDN
knowledge products.

Another important function of the
network is to stay in touch with former
participants, giving them the
opportunity to remain informed about
processes and events in the field of
sustainable development policy in
Europe. This supports the possibility for
them to remain ESDN members after
entering their professional lives and
invites them to pass on their knowledge
and experience to the next generation.

To make the ESDN Youth Network as
effective as possible, members are
provided with opportunities to decide on
activities and topics. To keep the time
commitment for youth as low as
possible, administrative planning and
implementation lie with the ESDN and
are carried out by the ESDN Youth
Support Team through a moderated
process and administrative support.

To ensure that ESDN events remain
accessible to all ESDN Youth Network
members, travel and accommodation
costs for in-person events* were
sponsored by the German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Climate
Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
Safety.

Workshops, ESDN Peer Learning Platforms and the
new ESDN events for Young Civil Servants



How the ESDN can benefit® from
incorporating the perspective of youth
was already noticed in previous years
and again in 2025:

o Youth involvement in ESDN events
enriches discussions and
conversations at these events.

o The ESDN Youth Network offers
individual ESDN members direct
access to Youth Representatives,
not only in their own country but
also across most of Europe. This
enriches their perspectives on the
issues they are working on and is
likely to inspire greater youth
involvement in national
policymaking as well.

o It adds to the credibility of the
ESDN as it highlights the ESDN's
commitment to intergenerational
justice and cooperation.

Members of the ESDN Youth
Network

The main target group for the ESDN
Youth Network are European UN Youth
Delegates and Representatives, as well
as members of Youth Councils and other
national youth umbrella organisations,
preferably those dealing with
sustainable development (SD). The UN

5 See also ESDN Youth Network - Concept, ESDN
Report, Dec 202], p. 26

¢ Some countries designate one or two Youth
Delegates for the UN General Assembly, others
select several Youth Representatives responsible
for certain topics, such as SD, biodiversity, climate,
gender equality, security, etc.

Youth Delegate Programme is run by the
UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UN DESA) and gives countries the
opportunity to include Youth
Representatives in their delegations to
high-level meetings at the UN. The
structure of UN Youth Delegate
Programmes® differs across European
countries, and not every country has an
established programme. There is no
homogeneity regarding the number of
Youth Delegates per country, their role, or
the duration of their mandate’. Usually, a
mandate lasts between one and two
years and can start in different months
in each country.

Membership?® in the ESDN Youth Network
is free of charge. Currently, members
sign up via email, after which the ESDN
Youth Support Team contacts them
regularly by email with information
about the ESDN, ESDN events and
publications, as well as opportunities to
participate. Members are also offered
regular online meetings to get to know
each other and to discuss, decide on, or
prepare for upcoming events,
publications, etc. Over the past year,
Youth Network members have

7 For example, the Austrian
Bundesjugendvertretung (BJV) selects two Youth
Delegates for two years in April; Ireland selects
them for one year every September.

8 Membership information can be found on
www.esdn.eu/for-you/youth



developed their own WhatsApp group
and organised regular activities.

Youth Delegates and other
representatives can remain members
after their mandate ends. Between
spring 2020 and December 2025, the
ESDN Youth Support Team collected
contact data for and stayed in touch
with almost 230 Youth Delegates or
Representatives from 36 European
countries. After the end of their term as
Youth Delegates, many of them are no
longer reachable because their official,
role-related email addresses become
deactivated. Therefore, one of the
objectives each year is to reach out to
new Youth Delegates and
Representatives, as well as to countries
that have not yet been involved.

In 2025, the ESDN Youth Support Team
was able to attract 65 new Youth
Delegates, Representatives, or members
of national Youth Councils. Three new
countries were included this year: Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Moldova, and Portugal.

To reach out to these Youth Delegates
and Representatives, two strategies
proved useful. First, word of mouth has
been very effective, as many young
people contacted the ESDN Youth
Support Team themselves after hearing
about it from their peers (former
Delegates). Second, ESDN members
helped establish contact with Youth

9 Each email contains an “unsubscribe” link. This
helps to limit the membership in the network to

Delegates and other Representatives in
their countries.

By the end of 2025, the ESDN Youth
Network comprised 229 members from
36 European countries (see the list in
Annex 1). The countries cover all regions
of Europe, with 25 being EU Member
States. Countries with very high numbers
of Youth Network members are Finland
and Ireland (both 16), Switzerland and
Austria  (both 14), Belgium (13), and
Luxembourg  (12). Some  countries
(Bosnia and Herzegoving, Georgiq,
Greece, Moldova, and Portugal) have
only one member in the Youth Network,
while other European countries, such as
Spain and Cyprus, are not represented
at all, either because they do not have a
Youth Delegate Programme or because
their Youth Delegates and
Representatives did not respond to
invitation emails.

To ensure continuity, the ESDN Youth
Support Team offers Youth Delegates
and Representatives the opportunity to
provide a new email contact after their
mandate ends. In this way, the ESDN
Youth Support Team regularly updates
its mailing list and keeps former
members informed about relevant
events and opportunities®.

only those people who actively want to
participate in the network.



Representation of Youth within

the ESDN: Memorandum of
Understanding

At the ESDN Youth Workshop in
September 2022, different aspects of
youth involvement within the ESDN were
discussed for the first time between
youth and Katrin Kowalczyk and Frank
Honerbach from the BMUKN (former
BMUV)". Youth argued that, apart from
attending ESDN events, they also wanted
to have a say within the structures and
bodies of the ESDN that decide on
upcoming events and activities.

A first concrete proposal, approved by
the Youth Network members, was
discussed at the 7 and 8" Executive
Committee meetings on 21 November
and 13 December 2022. The proposal
stated: "According to the current ESDN
Statutes, only national governments can
become Regular Members. The ESDN
Youth office, therefore, suggests offering
the Youth Delegates and
Representatives the associate
membership of the ESDN, similar to other
natural persons and other interested
actors. As such, they can participate in
all events and are part of the General

Assembly in accordance with the
statues. In addition, 1-2  Youth
Delegates/Representative, nominated

by the youth themselves every vyear,
should become part of the Advisory
Board upon invitation by the Executive
Committee (according to the statutes).”

10 As hosts of this event and ESDN members.
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The issue was discussed again at the
ESDN Youth Workshop in October 2023,
as well as in bilateral and trilateral talks
with members of the ESDN Executive
Committee. The core of the final
proposal in 2023 was that the ESDN
Executive  Committee  offers  two
representatives of the ESDN Youth
Network a seat on the ESDN Advisory

Board. The ESDN Youth Network
members shall select these
representatives.

Following this decision by the Executive
Committee, the Youth Support Team set
up and carried out the first selection
procedure for ESDN Youth Network
Representatives for 2024 in November
and December 2023. Youth Delegates
had the opportunity to nominate
themselves by providing a short CV and
motivation letter online. All ESDN Youth
Network members were then invited to
by ranking their top four
candidates. The members of the
network had previously agreed on
selection criteria through a participatory
process, including diversity in terms of
European regions, countries,
backgrounds and areas of interest, as
as gender diversity, previous
experience within the ESDN, and age. As
this selection process worked very well, it
has been carried out in this way since
then. In December 2025, 46 ESDN Youth
Network members voted, resulting in @

vote

well



clear decision for a diverse group of four
ESDN Youth Representatives for 2026.

Based on these experiences, the Youth
Support Team, in cooperation with the
BMUKN, drafted a Memorandum of
Understanding describing the
collaboration between ESDN bodies and
the ESDN Youth Network in late 2023. After
further discussions and feedback loops
between youth and the ESDN Executive
Committee in 2024, the Memorandum of
Understanding on Youth Participation
within the ESDN was finalised in late 2024.

The core of the Memorandum states
that the  “European  Sustainable
Development Network (ESDN) aims to
include youth regularly and in a
structured way, to support the work of
youth, and to benefit from their views
and ideas in the form of active
contributions to ESDN events,
recommendations for ESDN activities,
and inclusion in the discussions of the
ESDN Advisory Board.” Furthermore, it
states: “To involve the ESDN Youth
Network meaningfully and directly in the
work of the ESDN, the Executive
Committee decided to offer two
representatives of the ESDN Youth
Network a seat on the Advisory Board
(AB) of the ESDN by actively participating
in every AB meeting. The ESDN Youth
Network will select representatives to be
sent to the Advisory Board meetings of
the ESDN."™

1l Kopp, Ursula (2024). “ESDN Youth Network —
Memorandum of Understanding of Youth

[}

Participation within the ESDN",
WU Vienna.

December 2024,



CHAPTER 2. ESDN YOUTH WORKSHOP, 12-14

OCTOBER 2025

The ESDN Youth Workshop 2025 took
place in Berlin from 12-14 October. Under
the title “Our Future Beyond 2030: Youth
Visions for Sustainability & Security”, the
event invited youth to reflect on what
sustainability and security mean for their
future — and to transform personal
insights into collective contributions for
the post-2030 discussion.

An invitation to participate in the ESDN
Youth Workshop was sent to more than
230 members of the ESDN Youth Network.
49 current and former Youth Delegates
(YD) from 23 countries expressed their
interest in participating. Since the ESDN
Youth Network could only
accommodate participation of around
30 YD, we had to implement a selection
process. The transparent selection
procedure considered the following
criteria (in descending order): diversity
of countries, giving priority to current YD
over the former YD, giving priority to
those who have not participated in the
Workshop in the previous years and first-
come-first-served basis. After the initial
selection of 30 candidates, some
applicants withdrew their applications,
which allowed us to invite people on the
waiting list. As a result, 30 Youth
Delegates from 20 European countries
attended the event (see Annex | for the
participants list).

The Youth Representatives’ sustainable
travel (including CO, compensation in
cases when train/bus journey was not
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possible) and their stay at a hotel with
high sustainability standards in Berlin, as
well as regional and sustainable (vegan)
catering, were covered by the ESDN,
which was made possible through
extensive sponsoring by the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Climate Action, Nature Conservation
and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN).

In addition to the Youth Delegates, ESDN
Members were invited to attend the
ESDN Youth Workshop and provide input
to and exchange with the YD. In total,
seven ESDN Members participated: Frank
Honerbach, Franziska Wolff and Birte
Solveig Kulla (BMUKN, Germany), Katja
Hummer (BMLUK, Austria), Martha Pawlita
(Welsh  Government, Wales), Taru
Savolainen (Prime Minister's  Office,
Finland), and Jackie Zepp (Ministry for
Environment, Luxembourg).

In total, 46 people representing 20
European countries participated in the
Youth Workshop in Berlin, including Youth
Delegates, senior ESDN members, BMUKN
members, as well as invited speakers
and coordinators.

The ESDN Youth Workshop was
organised and coordinated by Ursula
Kopp and Mariia Kostetckaia from the
ESDN Youth Support Team, based in the
Vienna University of Economics and

Business, Institute  for  Managing
Sustainability. They were supported by
Eric Mulholland, ESDN Executive

Coordinator, as well as Franziska Wolff
and Frank Hénerbach from the BMUKN.



This report provides an overview of all
the activities that took place during the
Youth Workshop in Berlin.

Dinner and Festival of lights on
12 October

The event started on 12 October with a
welcome dinner at the Restaurant Neffes
in Berlin, to which all YD were invited. The
participants had a chance to get to
know each other in an informal setting
before an official start of the event.

Participants at the Neffes restaurant

After the dinner, the participants,
together with the ESDN Youth Support
Team went to see the Festival of Lights,
which was taking place at different
locations in Berlin. The participants
visited Potsdamer Platz and
Brandenburger Tor.

13 October, opening

The following morning, the official part of
the event began with welcoming
remarks from the ESDN President Laszl6
Borbély, who joined online. This was
followed by the welcoming remarks by
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Birgit Schwenk, the head of the
subdivision for sustainable policy in
economy and society at BMUKN and
Frank Hoénerbach, ESDN Advisory Board
Member from BMUKN.

Ursula Kopp and Mariia Kostetckaia from
the ESDN Youth Support Office also
welcomed the participants and gave
the floor to Ellie Hutterli and Saana
Ylikruuvi, ESDN Youth Network
Representatives to the ESDN Advisory
Board, who shared their experiences as
representatives and encouraged
participants to communicate any
concerns or suggestions about the
network to them.

Ellie Hutterli and Saana Ylikruuvi ESDN Youth

Network Representatives

The participants were then introduced to
Anna Taws, Regenerative Designer,
Leadership Facilitator and the workshop
moderator from Denmark, who outlined
the workshop’s goals and objectives.



Security and Sustainable
Development

To give the young participants some
input for the topic of the workshop, two
keynote speakers were invited: Corinna
Emmermacher, a legal and policy
Advisor at the Division Strategic Aspects
of International Cooperation and
International Law at the BMUKN and
Holger Klitzing, a Head of Division Climate
& Security at the BMUKN.

The speakers talked about the
intersection between peace, security,
and climate. The talks were then
followed by a Q&A session, allowing
participants to clarify any questions they
had.

Corinna  Emmermacher (right), BMUKN, and

Holger Klitzing, Federal Foreign Office

Inner Sustainability Game

The rest of the day was devoted to the
Inner  Sustainability Game  (ISG),
moderated by Anna Taws. The ISG is an
interactive tool developed and designed
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by Anna Taws that links personal growth
with sustainability, fostering emotional
intelligence, resilience, and systems
thinking through guided activities and
reflection.

The game combined group discussions,
exercises, and reflective practices to
connect values with sustainability and
inspire actionable impact. It created a
safe space for dialogue, encouraging
openness, collaboration, and diverse

perspectives, and empowering
participants  to  become  mindful
changemakers.

Eric Mulholland, ESDN Executive Coordinator, and

Anna Taws, moderator

The ISG was also connected to the
broader theme of linking sustainability
concerns with questions of security.
Conducted in three rounds, the game
was followed by a collective reflection on
its outcomes, where participants
identified emerging topics, themes, and
common threads. This led into a



personal reflection on what security
means to each participant.

Participating ESDN members with the moderator.

Day 1 ended with reflections by Taru
Savolainen, Senior Adviser at the Prime
Minister's Office (Finland) and ESDN Vice
President, a little tour of Berlin, prepared
by the BKUMN, and a dinner at
Restaurant Lindenbrdéu.

14 October, day 2

The second day of the official part of the
ESDN Youth Workshop began with a
recap of Day One, followed by a keynote
speech by Jessica Suplie from the
BMUKN, whose work focuses on the 2030
Agenda, developing and emerging
countries, and the environmental
aspects of international climate and
energy policy. The discussion explored
where countries currently stand in terms
of the SDGs and what ambitions the
international community has for the
future.

This was followed by the “From | to We"
sessions, designed by Anna Taws, which

15

guided participants  from individual
reflections on security and sustainability
toward a collective perspective that can
inspire  action beyond 2030. The
participants worked in groups on topics
relevant to them and presented their
findings to one another.

After a break, ESDN senior members
joined the participants’ groups, allowing
the YD to further refine their ideas
together with policymakers.

One of the groups is presenting their results.

During the final part of the workshop,
each group developed several ideas
and recommendations that will form the
basis of the workshop's
document — the ESDN Youth Policy Brief.

outcome

The workshop concluded with a brief
reflection on the groups’ work, followed
by an evening reception at the BMUKN.



A group photo of all the participants.

Event evaluation

After the event, participants were sent a
survey to provide feedback on the ESDN
Youth Workshop in Berlin. Out of 30
participants, 19 (63%) completed the
survey. On a scale from 1to 10, where 1is
‘| did not like it at all" and 10 is "I really
enjoyed it," participants rated the event
an average of 7.6, which is about one
point less than in the previous years.

The following aspects of the event
received particularly high ratings: the
work of the organizing team (Ursula K,
Mariia K, and Eric M., networking
opportunities, staying together at the
hotel, Tour of Berlin & Berlin Wall in the
Ministry, and the dinners provided.

In  the  open-ended responses,
participants highlighted the following
aspects they enjoyed most:
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e Opportunities to network with
other youth delegates and the
sense of community.

e Well-executed planning and
organization.

e All costs being covered.

e Opportunity to connect with

senior ESDN members.

We also asked for suggestions on
areas for improvement. Participants
most frequently mentioned:

e Most participants agreed that the
part  with Inner Sustainability
Game could have been shorter,
which would allow more time for
group discussions and work.

e Moretime to work on the outcome
document would have been
appreciated.

e It would have been better if the
participants could choose the
topics that they want to work on
themselves.

e Senior ESDN members could have
been more involved in the youth
groups from the very beginning.

Conclusion from the feedback. While the
participants  really appreciated an
opportunity to meet each other and to
work together, it would be better next
time to give them with more time for
discussions and group work.



CHAPTER 3. PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH IN

ESDN EVENTS 2025

In 2025, ESDN Youth Network members
were invited to take part in the ESDN Peer
Learning Platform and the annual ESDN
Conference. Altogether, six Youth
Delegates from five European countries
participated and played active roles
during these events.

ESDN Peer Learning Platform,

April 2025, Brussels, Belqi

The 10" ESDN Peer Learning Platform took
place in Brussels, Belgium, on 23 April
2025, on the topic “The Integrative and
Framing Power of the SDGs — Keeping
Sustainable Development Relevant in
Europe”. It was organised by the ESDN in
cooperation with the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and the Austrian Federal
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Climate and Environmental Protection,
Regions and Water Management.

Two members of the ESDN Youth Network
participated:

e Cdacilia Regner, Youth
Representative of the Austrian
UNESCO Commission, Austria

e lara Bertemes, Climate Youth
Delegate from Luxembourg

The youth presented during Session 1,
“The Integration of the SDGs into Sectoral
Policies and Plans”, and their talk
addressed the topic of “Youth
Expectations on European Union and
National Government Policies on the
SDGs — What really matters to future
generations”.
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ESDN Conference, November
2025, Copenhagen, Denmark

The ESDN Conference 2025 took place in
Copenhagen, Denmark, in November
2025 on "Post-2030 Agenda:. 10 Years of
SDG Implementation and Ideas for a
Future Agenda. What has worked well,
what has not worked well and what is
next?” The ESDN organised the
Conference in  cooperation  with
Nordregio and the Nordic Council of
Ministers.

Four members of the ESDN Youth
Network participated in and contributed
to the event:

e FErika Teixeira E Silva, UNYD for
Youth and Society from Belgium

e Cara Borg Aquilina, former UNYD
from Malta

e Sofia TokoSovd, member of a
youth council from Slovakia

e Marvin Huber, former UNYD from
Austria

Erika, Cara, and Sofia participated in
Exchange Space 2: Post-2030 Agenda —
Stakeholder Visions, Reflections and
Proposals for the Next Global Goals. At
the Table 3, "“Beyond 2030: Youth Visions
for Sustainable Security”, they presented
the results of their discussions at the
ESDN Youth Workshop in Berlin and the
Policy  Brief that all  Workshop
participants contributed to.

Marvin  Huber participated in  the
Exchange Space 1. 10 Years of SDG



Implementation — Good practices from
government (national,  subnational,
local, and urban). He contributed to
Table 9: Importance of Stronger Youth
Participation at the Regional Level —
Case Study Styria.

18



CHAPTER 4: OTHER NETWORK ACTIVITIES &

PROMOTION

This chapter provides information about
the promotion activities of the network
and other activities, such as regular
online meetings, as well as invitations to
external (non-ESDN) events for youth. It
also includes cooperation with the EESC,
which has started to implement the EU
Youth Test.

Cooperation with EESC on EU
Youth Test

In 2024, the European Economic and
Social Committee (EESC) — the EU's
body — approved a
methodology for applying the ‘EU Youth
Test' at the EESC. Thanks to connections
established with the EESC in 2023, ESDN
Youth was invited to join the EESC
database of youth organisations to be
consulted for the Youth Test in June 2024.

consultative

In 2025, the EESC sent ten general
invitations to express interest in
upcoming opinions across all its
sections. Rather than expressing interest
in all EESC opinions in all sections, the
ESDN Youth Support Office decided it
would be more efficient to first gauge
the interest of the ESDN Youth Network. To
facilitate this, the ESDN Youth Support
Office created a survey for network
members to indicate their interest in
specific opinions. Once the survey
responses were collected, the ESDN
Youth Support Team forwarded the
consolidated interest to the EESC.

In 2025, the ESDN Youth Support Team
participated in two meetings with the
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EESC regarding the Youth Test. During
this period, the ESDN Youth Support
Team forwarded invitations  to
participate in 34 EESC opinions from the
following sections:

e REX:Topinion

e TEN: 6 opinions

e INT: 3 opinions

e SOC: 5 opinions
e ECO:7 opinions
e CCMI: 5 opinions
e NAT: 7 opinions

To avoid overwhelming the ESDN Youth
Network with emails, the ESDN Youth
Support Team only forwarded invitations
to members who had expressed interest
in specific opinions. Each forwarded
email included detailed information
about the selection process and the

expected time commitment for
participating in opinion drafting.
Seventeen ESDN youth delegates

submitted their candidacy for these
opinions and twelve oft them were
selected (by all the participating youth
organisations) to represent youth for a
particular opinion. Those who were not
selected nevertheless remained
engaged and contributed their ideas
through the selected
representatives.

youth

Apart from participating in opinions,
members of the ESDN Youth engaged
with the EESC in other ways. In March
2025, the EESC contacted the ESDN Youth

Support  Office to bring youth


https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/initiatives/eu-youth-test-eesc
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/initiatives/eu-youth-test-eesc

perspectives to the Clean Industrial Deal
for the Annual EESC Conference, hosted
by the European Circular Economy
Stakeholder Platform. Dana Novacescu
(Romania) from ESDN Youth expressed
interest and was invited to speak at the
event on 10 April 2025.

In April 2025, ESDN Youth was invited to
participate in the EESC expert hearing
regarding the exploratory opinion on the
upcoming 8th Environmental Action
Programme annex. As a result, Hanna
Hbijer, an ESDN Youth member from
Finland, participated in the expert
hearing on behalf of the ESDN.

EU Youth Stakeholder Group

Since 2025, ESDN Youth has been part of
the EU Youth Stakeholders Group — an
initiative of the European Commission
proposed as a follow-up and legacy of
the 2022 European Year of Youth. In
March 2025, ESDN Youth was invited to
the first meeting of the EU Youth
Stakeholders  Group  in Brussels.
Matgorzata Stadnicka, ESDN Youth
Representative to the ESDN Advisory
Board, attended the meeting on behalf
of ESDN Youth. In addition, the ESDN Youth
Support Office participated in two online
meetings with the group, on 8 July 2025
and 6 November 2025. During these
meetings, the group provided
information on opportunities for young
people, which were subsequently shared
with the network.
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Georgian Youth Delegation at

Austrian Ministry for Climate
@] gle]gle]=

In late 2024, the ESDN Youth Support
Office was contacted by Daviti Esatia, an
ESDN Youth Network member from
Georgia. He organised a study visit to
Vienna for a group of young leaders
from the South Caucasus, particularly
from conflict-affected regions (Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan), and wanted to
explore the possibility of a meeting with
Austrian policymakers. The ESDN Youth
Support  Office  contacted  ESDN
members and coordinated a visit of the
youth group to the Austrian Ministry for
Climate Change.

Online meetings

The ESDN Youth Support Team held two
online meetings in 2025. The purpose of
these meetings was to:

o Inform about and discuss the
yearly ESDN programme with
ESDN Youth Network memlbers

o Exchange with and welcome
new ESDN Youth Network
memlbers

o Share other opportunities for
youth to contribute to related
events and processes

o Include former ESDN Youth
Network members, providing a
resource for engaged youth
beyond their mandate and
fostering learning from their
experiences



o Help prepare members of the
network for their participation
in the ESDN Youth Workshop

Starting in 2025, the ESDN Youth
Representatives  organised  severadl
webinars  with speakers on topics

relevant to youth. The ESDN Youth
Support Team did not organise these
meetings but assisted by disseminating
information about them to the network.

Other events and opportunities

During 2025, the ESDN Youth Support
Team shared invitations to numerous
events and opportunities that could
have been of interest to youth.

e FRA's Youth Advisory Panel: The
European  Union  Agency  for
Fundamental Rights (FRA) invited
young people aged 18-25 to apply
for a seat on FRA's Pilot Youth
Advisory Panel.

e Joint Research Centre Workshop:
ESDN Youth members were invited as
experts to a JRC foresight workshop
concerning trust and representation
in European democracies.

e EESC Youth Delegate to COP: ESDN
Youth members were invited to apply
to become EESC Youth Delegate to
COP.

e Young Energy Ambassadors: The
European Commission shared an
invitation with ESDN Youth to become
Young Energy Ambassadors and
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actively participate in discussions
during the European Sustainable
Energy Week (ESEW). Other members
of the network were also invited to
attend ESEW as participants.

World Food Forum: ESDN Youth
members were invited to participate
in the Youth Policy Board of the World
Food Forum.

Civil Dialogue: ESDN Youth members
were invited to participate in and
contribute to the Civil Dialogue online
meeting on the EU Anti-Poverty
Strategy (DG Employment of the
European Commission).

Pre-COP30 Youth Strategy Workshop:
ESDN Youth members were invited to
Brussels to participate in a full-day
workshop designed by and for
European youth to strategise on
climate advocacy and policy
engagement ahead of COP30 in
Belém.

Youth Goals Taskforce: The European
Youth Forum sought motivated
individuals to join a taskforce
supporting the revision of the
European Youth Goals by advising on
methodology. ESDN Youth members
were invited to participate.

Your Europs, Your Say youth event in
Brussels, 19-20 March 2026:
Members of the network were invited
to participate in the annual youth
event of the EESC.



In addition to these invitations, the ESDN
Youth Support Office shared
opportunities to participate in  six
seminars, webinars, or workshops, two
youth events, two youth awards, and
eight initiatives to contribute to
programmes or discussions on topics
relevant to youth.

Promotion of the Youth Network

(social media, newsletter,
website)

The “Youth” section of the ESDN website
www.esdn.eu contains the history of
youth involvement in the ESDN, provides
access to ESDN documents on youth,
and informs about the purpose and
benefits of the ESDN Youth Network. It
also provides information on how to join
the network and about upcoming
events. The “Youth” section is regularly
updated by the ESDN Youth Support
Team and the ESDN
Coordinator.

Executive

https://www.esdn.eu/for-you/youth

In 2023, ESDN Youth Network members
created their own Instagram account to
gain social media attention for the ESDN
events they participate in. This helps to
raise awareness about the ESDN and the
ESDN Youth Network in particular.

https://www.instagram.com/esdn _yout

h/
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In addition, members of the ESDN Youth
Network created a WhatsApp chat to
communicate informally and
coordinate participation in ESDN events.
In 2024, the youth transformed this chat
into a group consisting of several
different chats. These were created to
allow members to coordinate for each
ESDN event without overwhelming the
mMain group.

Social media coverage, as well as word
of mouth, helps to attract more
members to the ESDN Youth Network.


http://www.esdn.eu/
https://www.esdn.eu/for-you/youth
https://www.instagram.com/esdn_youth/
https://www.instagram.com/esdn_youth/

ANNEX I: ESDN YOUTH NETWORK MEMBERS

Country Members Members 2025 Total: 229
Albania 5
Austria 14
Belgium 13
Bosnia and 1
Herzegovina

Bulgaria 9
Croatia 3
Czechia 9
Denmark 9
Estonia 4
Finland 16
France

Georgia 1
Germany 11
Greece 1
Hungary 4
Iceland 5
Ireland 16
ltaly 7
Latvia 5
Lithuania 2
Luxembourg 12
Malta 3
Netherlands 3
North Macedonia 2
Norway 3
Poland 6
Portugal |
Romania 10
Serbia 2
Slovakia 10
Slovenia 4
Sweden 6
Switzerland 14
Ukraine 3
United Kingdom

Wales 5
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ANNEX Il: ESDN YOUTH WORKSHOP 2025
PARTICIPANTS’ LIST

Country Number of

Participants
Youth Representatives

Albania 2

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Croatia

Estonia

1
3

1

1

1

Finland 1

Georgia 1

Germany 1
2

]

]

]

]

]

Ireland

Latvia

Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
North Macedonia

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Switzerland

NN [T IN D

Wales

Total: 30
ESDN Members, Speakers, and
Moderators
Austria 4

Denmark 1

Finland 1

Germany 8

Luxembourg 1

Wales 1
Total: 16
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