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Main 
messages

1. EU VR disappointing (what went wrong)

2. Plan versus Practical experience: (why 
should we care about bad EU VR? What 
does it say about SDG implementation?)

3. EU VR as a meta tool for national progress 
+ positive developments (traditional output 
orientation)



Context 
messages + 
introduction: 

1. What does the EEAC do?

2. Peer-learning platform results June 2022

3. Other VNRs: Belgium  + Germany 
(criticism on spillover, ODA)



Last year at the peer-learning session on Voluntary Reviews of the ESDN 

and EEAC network: 

It was concluded that there are some lessons learned that can be universally 

applicable: 

• Developing work plans no?

• Early consultations debatable

• Early drafting arrangements, no

• Timely preparations of presentations yes

• Add a statistical annex (so far ca. 50% of VNRs) The EU added a statistical 

and analytical annex





Analytical Annex 

SDG Indicators – annual 
monitoring report

Mapping EU Policies with 
the Agenda 2030 and the 
SDG Targets

Synergies and Trade offs ODA and SDGs





• The Commission’s Joint Research Centre 
(JRC) carried out a study to investigate the 
way in which SDGs are mainstreamed into 
EU policies. It analysed how the current 
Commission’s policy initiatives (more than 6 
000 documents between 2019 and 2022) are 
semantically linked to the 2030 Agenda and 
to the content of the SDG targets (JRC, 
2023). 



Trade offs
a JRC project



The JRC SDG Interlinkages Tool on the KnowSDGs Platform is based on
an exhaustive review and in-depth analysis of the interlinkages
described in the literature published from 2015, the year of adoption
of the 2030 Agenda, to August 2022.

The database of the JRC SDG Interlinkages Tool contains more than 18
000 interlinkages with information on the type of interlinkages, the
direction of impact, its description, and the geographical and
temporal scales among other variables.



Budgetting and investments

• Do no significant harm principle

• Budget requirement 40% climate and other rules





Question to 
the table

Can a more detailed report on interlinkages and trade 
offs be a way to improve output orientation? 

In what way will it differ from what mainstreaming 
and main action plan making can? 

How does this improve horizontal coordination? 



The benefit of 
the first VR? 

• Harsh criticism on Belgian 
VR



SDG Budgeting and Performance Management

EEAC experiences



Background

(1) EEAC WGSD project 2020-2021

’Fiscal instruments to enhance sustainable development’

Collaborative work incl. FRDO-CFDD (Belgium), Kestavyyspaneeli
(Finland), NESC (Ireland), NFFT (Hungary), and RNE (Germany)

(2) Common knowledge on reviews and monitoring of SD strategies in 
national and EU level



(1) Budgeting

We always have three options, minimum:

❑ spending for SD

❑ do not spend on unsustainable projects

❑ collecting income flow on environmental taxes/fees

We are spending more on unsustainable issues than sustainable ones

We do not use the opportunities on the income side of our budgets





SD as an economic activity

Y = C + G + I

Y = f (Km, Kh, Ks, Kn)

Ki = f (Ii)

SD = how we spend on long-term investments
• C+G/I ratio

• ratio between Im, Ih, Is, In



The case of Hungary
changes between investment clusters 2010-2021



(2) Monitoring 

EEAC member councils have a long history of experience

• indicators (quantitative only)

• progress reports (quantitative and qualitative)

• peer reviews (mainly qualitative)

• VNRs (UN-SDG oriented)



Two new research in Hungary

New composit indicator: SPFI



GDP/cap versus SPFI (2021)

GDP/cap PPP

SPFI



Two new research in Hungary

Sustainable GDP indicator

• Outputs are in monetary terms

• Conducted by the Hungarian National Bank 

• Ongoing, publication in September 2023

• Spoiler: sGDP is declining since 2014 
(while we have a GDP growth)



Summary

• More fundamental connections and integration are needed between
budgeting (more generally: economic policies) and sustainable
development

• There are rooms for improvement of indicators in order to better
outputs and performance
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