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WALES 
LEADING THE 
WAY
Pioneering SDG Legislation

Wales was the first country to legally 
embed the Sustainable Development 
Goals through the Well-being of Future 
Generations Act in 2015.

Key Practices and Lessons

Over 10 years, Wales has gained 
valuable insights and developed 
effective practices in implementing the 
SDGs.

Opportunities for Collaboration

Wales emphasizes partnerships to 
advance sustainability goals and share 
successes globally.



EMBEDDING 
SDGS IN 
LEGISLATION

Seven National Well-being Goals

The act defines seven national well-being 
goals aligned with the Sustainable 
Development Goals to guide policy 
decisions.

Five Ways of Working

The legislation introduces long-term 
thinking, prevention, integration, 
collaboration, and involvement as core 
working principles.

Statutory Duty for Sustainability

Sustainable development is established as a 
legal requirement, making it mandatory for 
future governance and planning.









INSTITUTIONAL 
INNOVATIONS
Public Services Boards

Public Services Boards unite local authorities, 

health boards, and partners to foster collaboration 

and coordinated action.

Future Generations Commissioner

This world-first role acts as a guardian to ensure 

policies consider impacts on future generations.

Embedding SDG Principles

New structures integrate Sustainable Development 

Goals into decision-making across all levels of 

governance.



PROGRESS ON NATIONAL WELL-BEING GOALS



LIGHT UP THE FUTURE!

On 20 March 2025 the Welsh Government

marked the 10th anniversary of the Act receiving

Royal Assent with the Light up the

Future event in the Temple of Peace in Cardiff. 

We welcomed people from across Wales to think

creatively about the power and possibility of the 

future.

The day was full of collaboration and futures thinking. It reinforced and revitalised the 

passion and drive within Wales to deliver towards Wales’s 7 well-being goals. 

https://youtu.be/7OVcWYSmR5U  

https://youtu.be/7OVcWYSmR5U


LESSONS LEARNED
Importance of Engagement

Active engagement is crucial for successful project outcomes and stakeholder collaboration.

Continuous Learning

Ongoing learning drives improvement and adaptation in dynamic environments.

Addressing Data Gaps

Identifying and closing data gaps remains a key challenge for effective measurement.



WALES ON 
THE GLOBAL 
STAGE
International Model Sharing

Wales promotes its governance and 

policy models through global platforms 

like the United Nations and World Health 

Organization.

Global Legislative Inspiration

Wales' policies have inspired similar laws 

internationally, reflecting its influence on 

global legislative practices.



CALL TO ACTION
Living Lab for Sustainability

Wales serves as a practical example of sustainable 

development for global learning and adaptation.

Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing

Encouraging cooperation and exchange of ideas to 

promote sustainability worldwide.

Future-Oriented Action

Consider the world we want in 2050 and take 

meaningful steps today to achieve it.
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