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Why engage youth?

e Democratic & Demographic Imperative:
Half of the world’s population is under 30.
Only 3% of Parliamentarians are.

e Intergenerational Equity enables
foresight driven policy making outcomes
more just, affordable and stable.

e Strong Allies! Largest single youth led
contribution to SDG’s: 3 billion hours of
community service and local youth-led
actions only by World Scouting




The Pact of the Future - 2024

e We, the Heads of State and Government,
representing the peoples of the world,
have gathered at UNHQ to protect the
needs and interests of present and future
generations through the actions in this
Pact for the Future (...)

e Significant youth engagement to lobby
outcomes however little to no feeling off
youth ownership.

L
United Nations. (2024). Pact for the




The Pact of the Future - 2024

ACTION 36. WE WILL STRENGTHEN
MEANINGFUL YOUTH PARTICIPATION AT
THE NATIONAL LEVEL.

Commend the important contributions that young people are
already making (...)

(...) Establish national mechanisms, to consult with young
people and provide them with meaningful opportunities to
engage in national policy and decision-making. (...)

(..) Address challenges and remove barriers that prevent full,
meaningful and effective participation of all youth, including
for young women, young persons with disabilities and young
persons of African descent (...)

(..) Support youth-led and youth-focused organizations, in
particular through capacity buildinﬁ.

United Nations. (2024). Pact for the




The Pact of the Future - 2024

ACTION 37. WE WILL STRENGTHEN
MEANINGFUL YOUTH PARTICIPATION AT
THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL. (...)

Promote meaningful, inclusive and effective engagement of
young people in relevant United Nations intergovernmental
bodies and processes, (...);

Encourage the inclusion of youth, including youth delegates, in
national delegations to the United Nations;

(...) Contributions to the United Nations Youth Fund

(..) Request the Secretary-General to continue to develop core
principles, in consultation with Member States and young
people, for meaningful, representative, inclusive and safe
youth engagement (...)

L
United Nations. (2024). Pact for the




Applying these outcomes.

e Young people are already, leading change.
They are able, willing and capable. We may
not afford to lose them through a process
well meant but ill designed.

e Thus the UN developed the Standards to
Meaningful Youth Engagement. Similar to
the Laura Lundy Model of child participation.

e Godal: See youth as partners.




How does one meaningfully eng
youth?

Voice
sm How: Provide appropriate

How: Provide a safe and information and facilitate the
inclusive space for children to expression of children’s views
express their views « Have children been given the )))
Have children’s views been actively Information they need to form a view?
sought? * Do children know that they do not
Was there a safe space in which have to take part?
children can express themselves * Have children been given a range
freely? of options as to how they might
Have steps been taken to h to express th fves?
ensure that all children
can take part?

How: Ensure that children’s

How:Ensure that children’s views views are taken seriously and
are communicated to someone acted upon, where appropriate
" 3 with the responsibility to listen " - \
* Were the children’s views considered by
= Q * s there a process for those with the power to effect change?
communicating children’s views? * Are there procedures in place that ensure
* Do children know their views are that the children’s view have been taken
being communicated to? seriously?
* Does that person / body have Have the children and young people

the power to make decisions? been provided with feedback
explaining the reasons for
decisions taken?

EU Children’s Participation Platform. (2024).
Participation




UN Policy Brief 3 for SOTF

RIGHTS-BASED Young people should be informed and educated about their rights® and empow-

AND SAFE ered to hold duty bearers accountable for respecting, protecting, and fulfilling
those rights. Duty bearers must ensure that measures, including referral systems,
to protect youth from threats and attacks are established and strengthened.

INSTITUTIONALLY Engaging youth in decision-making processes should be formally mandated to
MANDATED prevent an ad hoc approach and to ensure that youth perspectives are integrated
throughout the full decision-making process.

DESIGNATED Designated seats are to be made available for young people in various processes
in order to prevent unequal power dynamics and competition between youth and
non youth actors.

RESOURCED Adequate and earmarked funding for the engagement of young people is critical
to support their participation in decision-making processes.

TRANSPARENT There should be a clear and mutual understanding of how young people's
information, skills and knowledge will be shared, with whom, and for what
purpose.

B United Nations, Executive Office of the Secr
Common Agenda Policy Brief 3: Meaningfu
Policymaking and Decision-making Proces




UN Policy Brief 3 for SOTF

ACCESSIBLE Decision-making processes should be made accessible to all groups of young
people, particularly young people with disabilities.®

VOLUNTARY Young people must not be coerced into participating in actions or expressing
views against their beliefs and wishes. They should have the right to cease
involvement in any process at any stage.

INFORMATIVE Throughout the engagement process, youth should be provided with timely,
clear, diversity-sensitive and age-appropriate information about issues under
discussion as well as their role and their rights.

RECIPROCAL Duty bearers should make available transparent information on how young

ACCOUNTABILITY people's inputs have been used and interpreted to influence outcomes.
Young people should consult with wider youth constituencies throughout the
engagement period, as they feed into various decision-making processes.

DIVERSITY AND Based on the principle of non-discrimination, all efforts should be made to

INCLUSION ensure inclusiveness and diversity of voices, regardless of their race, sex,
language, religion, age, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, disability,
migrant or economic status and other characteristics.®

B United Nations, Executive Office of the Secr
Common Agenda Policy Brief 3: Meaningfu
Policymaking and Decision-making Proces




Applying this to Post 2030 Goals

e To be expected open consultative
multi-year with multiple drafts and the
opportunity for stakeholder input

e Last time over 30.000 Inputs throughout
consultations

e Engagement frameworks create real
youth driven impact on outcomes of UN
processes.

e Parallel structure to local engage where
action is directly felt but an increased
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uth Consultations Program & Details
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A designated moderator will guide discussions in each room, providing access to the

We encourage you to comments on the draft paper, suggest language revision and
provide clear, inclusive, and actionable content.
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SIGs Bewegung!
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Three Focuses.

Agenda 2030 where are
we at?

Local Engagement &
Success

Youth Engagement how
and why?

Youth Engagement as the Gen
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Identified Central Challenges

e Many isolated initiatives but lack of continuous
structures.

e Participation is often only accessible to
privileged groups.

e Participation often only takes place after
decision-making processes have been
completed. Political processes are often
non-transparent whilst early information is
necessary.

e Political stakeholders sometimes view

_ participation as an obligggion rather than an
opportunity.




Identified Central Solutions

e Create suitable spaces and secure resources
for the long term. Ensure structural continuity.

e Ensure that engagement processes are result
oriented and effective.

e Work inclusively (insure accessibility of all
ages, socially disadvantaged groups, and
especially of youth with disobilitiesgyond create
concrete opportunities for engagement.




Identified Central Solutions

e Ensure engagement in all project phases.

e Presentinformation in a way that is
understandable and appropriate for young
people.

e Ensure institutionalised participation
opportunities where appropriate.

e Promote direct dialogue with policy- and
decision-makers, enable equity based
exchange on decisions.

e Transparent communication on expected

—__resuitsondimpact, -




Discussion Questions

What topics or central barriers should we be
aware of in engagement and how may we
remedy them?

What successful initiatives are you aware of
that combine meaningful engagement and
concrete action?
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