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Governance Mechanisms in the 2030 Agenda
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“We are committed to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions...
in a balanced and integrated manner.” (Preamble).

“We will implement the Agenda for the full benefit of all, for today’s generation and
for future generations.” (Para. 16)

“All of us will work to implement the Agenda within our own countries and at the
regional and global levels... We acknowledge also the importance of ...
interconnectivity in sustainable development.” (Para. 21)

“Governments... will work closely on implementation with regional and local
authorities, sub-regional institutions, international institutions...” (Para. 45).

“All countries and all stakeholders... will implement this plan” (Preamble).

Source: United Nations [A/RES/70/1], Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.




Ten Years of SDG Implementation (Governance mechanisms):
Progress and Gaps

PROGRESS GAPS

73 % of countries use
high-level co-ordination
mechanisms

Only 15 % have
mandates to resolve
policy trade-offs

84 % have published
high-level political
commitments to PCSD

73% lack data to assess
and measure
transboundary impacts
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85 % have developed a
85% B long-term vision for
sustainable development

76 % engage stakeholder
for knowledge exchange @
on SD/ SDGs

Source : OECD (2024), Unleashing Policy Coherence to Achieve the SDGs: An Assessment of Governance Mechanisms, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/a1c8dbf8-en.

45 % cite limited
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enforceability for PCSD
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Emerging Global Dynamics: Implications for Governance
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Key Insights

Sustained trade barriers could cut global GDP by 0.3% by
2028 (OECD estimates).

Global emissions must fall 43% by 2030; fossil fuel subsidies
exceeded USD 1 trillion in 2023.

Public deficits average 4.6% of GDP; debt exceeds 110% of
GDP; interest costs 3.3% of GDP.

Only 39% trust national government; 30% believe
governments can manage complex issues like climate change.

200+ Al use cases in government; only 40% of countries have
robust Al governance frameworks.




Priority areas for Governance Beyond 2030

1. Future-ready

2. Digital & Data-driven

3. Co-creation & Collaboration

4. Multi-level & Networked

5. Globally Coherent &
Impact-aware

Anticipatory governance reduces crisis costs and
strengthens resilience.

200+ Al use cases in government; only 40% have
frameworks—closing gaps is vital.

Trust rises from 22% to 69% when citizens feel
included—participation builds legitimacy.

Integrated governance and stakeholder engagement
accelerate net-zero reforms.

Assess spillovers to prevent carbon leakage and
amplify positive impacts.

Sources: OECD Strategic Foresight Framework; Governing with Al; Trust Survey; Net Zero+ Policy Papers; PCSD Recommendation.




Moving Forward: Strengthening Governance for Shared
Prosperity

* Governance will be pivotal for delivering sustainability
beyond 2030.

« Countries need systems that anticipate risks, align
decisions, and manage trade-offs.

« OECD evidence highlights five priorities:
— Anticipatory and resilient governance
— Digital and data-driven decisions
— Inclusive and co-created policies
— Multi-level coordination
— Globally coherent approaches

« Challenges are systemic and political—no country can act
alone.

- OECD stands ready to provide evidence, tools, and peer
learning for resilient and inclusive outcomes.




Thank you

For more information about OECD’s work on PCSD
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