The environmental crisis as a shared
European security risk
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Main messages

 Ecological crises pose a risk to the EU’s security

- Environment-related risks erode societal resilience
as well as defence capability

- There is a need to respond to multiple crises
simultaneously

- Sustainable development is a prerequisite for a
secure environment

%

........

-

[@fgﬁ:_‘mkmed/a



Environment-related security risks

/Direct risks \

-Direct ecological
Impact on
humans/societies
-E.g.

-Exceptional storms
-Widespread wildfires
-Long-lasting
heatwaves
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Source: Hakala ym. 2021



Europe’s summer of extreme weather
caused €43bn of short-term losses,
analysis finds

Greatest damage from heat, drought and flooding done in
Cyprus, Greece, Malta and Bulgaria

© A forest fire in Vila Real, Portugal, in August. Mediterranean countries including Spain, Italy and
Portugal have been badly affected by extreme weather over the summer. Photograph: Pedro
Sarmento Costa/EPA

The Guardian 15 September 2025
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Europe's scorching summer could cost EU
economies €180 bhillion
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/Cascading risks \

-Ecological impact+
socio-economic factors
-E.g.

-Disruptions in critical
supply chains

-Forced migration
-Growing geopolitical
tensions
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Critical raw material
supply chain disruption

RAW MATERIAL SUPPLY CHAIN

IMPACT 1:

Energy transition

IMPACT 2:

Typhoon at a logistical choke
point or a critical mining region

-
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Vulnerability factors:

High import dependency
Geographically
concentrated production
Non-transparent markets
Overuse of resources
Growing resource demands
in other sectors

-

Long-term preparedness

Long-term preparedness
-
» Reporting of causes of disruptions
« Forecasting demand
«  Stockpiling
Consequences:
Ll « Disrupted supply
« Price spike
« MNational export bans
LOGISTICS » Delayed climate action
Short-term preparedness T

« Alternative supply chains
» Re-shoring supply chains
«  Firms’ risk assessments

» Enhancing cross-sectoral situational

awareness of material needs

Using stockpiles
Increasing domestic
production

Source: Hakala & Raisanen 2025
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G‘ansition risks \

-Consequences of
mitigating ecological crisis
-E.g.

-New material
dependencies

-Growing societal
discontent and disputes
-Changing power-balance
between resource-rich

gu ntries /

Source: Hakala ym. 2021



Renewable energy
production grows
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Source: Hakala ym 2021
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Local production
growth
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Environmental harm
Land use disputes
Indigeous rights
violations

\ %
4 N
Global increase in

demand for
minerals

Environmental harm
Corruption
Child labour

Human rights
violations
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The EU apprOaCh tO How Brussels wants to stop the

climate disaster blame game

environmental security .

Climate and Security Nexus (2023)
- Analysis and foresight

EU external action and adapting to
cascading risks

Adapting civilian and military
capabilities for a changing environment

EU framework for climate resilience and [t:‘“ n
risk management (October 2026) é;_

ws




Finland: Comprehensive security as a
framework for environment-related risks?

. Security as
- safeguarding vital functions of society
- engaging a wide range of actors Functional capadity of the

population and services

- Potential for addressing environmental
crises:
- Cross-sectoral, whole of society approach Economy, infrastructure
. and security of supply
- Proactive outlook
- Wide understanding of security actors
* Appllcablllty at mUItIpIe IeVGIS Internal security Defence capability

Psychological resilience

Leadership

International and
EU activities

Source: The Security Committee; Raisénen et al 2021



What is needed for
environmental security?

» Efficiency
« Legitimacy

Environmental
« Livelihoods \ security

* |nfrastructure

« Foresight
e Situational
awareness



Thank youl!

y v - e Y AT
sy WG N
NS )‘\. - -
A o ~ ‘ﬁ-' I £y -
S an r 24
Y - - z
ol ’ -
i N
< ~ .
" - -
-y
U
L
"~
.
\ r
~ L
-~ .
e 2
. oy, w
- » . J b
X - ~ -~ j
ST e S
, N \
il B
e Y

15 (m%qgét“Wikipédia




	Folie 1: The environmental crisis as a shared European security risk
	Folie 2: Main messages
	Folie 3: Environment-related security risks
	Folie 4
	Folie 5: Environment-related security risks
	Folie 6
	Folie 7: Environment-related security risks
	Folie 8
	Folie 9: The EU approach to environmental security
	Folie 10: Finland: Comprehensive security as a framework for environment-related risks?
	Folie 11
	Folie 12: Thank you! 

