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Main messages

• Ecological crises pose a risk to the EU’s security

• Environment-related risks erode societal resilience 
as well as defence capability

• There is a need to respond to multiple crises 
simultaneously

• Sustainable development is a prerequisite for a 
secure environment

Image: Wikipedia



Direct risks

-Direct ecological 
impact on 
humans/societies
-E.g. 
-Exceptional storms
-Widespread wildfires
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Transition risks

-Consequences of 
mitigating ecological crisis
-E.g. 
-New material 
dependencies
-Growing societal 
discontent and disputes
-Changing power-balance 
between resource-rich 
countries
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The EU approach to 
environmental security

Climate and Security Nexus (2023)

• Analysis and foresight

• EU external action and adapting to 
cascading risks

• Adapting civilian and military 
capabilities for a changing environment

EU framework for climate resilience and 
risk management (October 2026)



Finland: Comprehensive security as a 
framework for environment-related risks?

• Security as
• safeguarding vital functions of society

• engaging a wide range of actors

• Potential for addressing environmental
crises:
• Cross‐sectoral, whole of society approach

• Proactive outlook

• Wide understanding of security actors

• Applicability at multiple levels

Source: The Security Committee; Räisänen et al 2021 



Environmental
security

Mitigation

PreparednessAdaptation

What is needed for 

environmental security?
• Efficiency

• Legitimacy

• Foresight

• Situational

awareness

• Livelihoods

• Infrastructure



Thank you! 
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