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Resilience in an 
Unstable World
Serafin Groebner
Circular Economy Expert (SNE)
European Environment Agency



550 institutions
More than 

Around
3,500 experts

27 groups 
Organised in

7 European 
Topic Centres

Supported by 
experts in

Delivering data, information and knowledge

Europe's environment

Support for EU and national policy

countries
Member countries

Cooperating countries

40

EEA & Eionet: a networking organisation

What we are

What we do



Europe’s environment 2025 
comprises three parts

1. 3.2.

Main 
report

Thematic 
briefings

Country 
profiles



Nature: key to human health and prosperity



EUCRA: major climate risks for Europe in five clusters

Economy and finance Ecosystems

Food

Health

Infrastructure



Water resources under pressure

Seasonal water scarcity

Source: EEA, 2025

Manufacturing, mining, 
quarrying, construction

Household & 
services

Cooling: manufacturing & 
energy generation

Agriculture

11%

13%

17%

59%

Water consumption by sector

Source: EEA, 2024

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/thematic-briefings/biodiversity-and-ecosystems/water-and-climate-impacts
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/europes-state-of-water-2024


Total economic losses from climate 
change per capita 1980-2024

Climate change drives economic losses & threatens security

• €822 billion: estimated economic 
damages from extreme weather in 
Europe in 1980-2024

• One trillion by 2100

• Floods, droughts, extreme heat & 
wildfires increasing in frequency and 
cost causing deaths
• 2026 summer heatwaves caused 

35,000 deaths across Europe



• Climate risks can cascade across systems, 
leading to unexpected impacts

• Water resilience is vital

• Systemic approach to adaptation and 
preparedness required

Direct impacts and cascading impacts and risks

e.g. droughts e.g. water (over)usage

Climate risks can cascade across 
societal systems



Nature-based solutions to key climate hazards
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Circularity in Europe: state of play



A Clean, Competitive, Circular Economy

© Nick de Partee on Unsplash

Affordability
Sharing 

rather than 
ownership 

 

Public procurement 
as market maker

Strengthen single 
market and 

competitive pricing for 
secondary materials

Eco-design, 
durability - repair, 

recyclability - reuse

Reduce & 
rethink 



© Cesare Barillà, Environment&Me 2025/EEA

Urgency Hope 



Building climate resilience: the triple dividend

Saved lives

Avoided damage to 
assets: 
infrastructure, 
property, crops, etc.

Increased capital 
investment

Lower insurance 
premiums/capital cost

Job creation

Higher productivity 
(agriculture, business, 
supply chain)

Preserved land value

Ecosystem services

Climate/environment 
objectives (biodiversity, 
carbon sequestration, 
water quality, etc.)

Social/cultural 
objectives (tourism, air 
quality, public health, 
social cohesion, etc.)

Benefits when disaster strikes Benefits regardless of disasters



Thank you!
eea.europa.eu

eea.europa.eu

Policy priorities

Circular 
Economy 

Act

Competitiveness 
Compass

Water 
Resilience 

Strategy

Clean 
Industrial 

Deal

EU initiatives

Resilience

Competitiveness

Security

Societal preparedness
Climate 

Resilience 
Framework

eea.europa.eu


Successful adaptation:
• Stops cascades
• Protects essentials 
• Opens new advantages

©
C

hr
is

to
ph

er
 F

ur
lo

ng
 v

ia
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es

Building Europe's 
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Nature for security, 
competitiveness, 
resilience and 
prosperity 
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Thank you!

© Ivan Pedretti, Environment&Me 2025/EEA


	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17

