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• Eeva Furman, Secretary General, Prime Minister´s Office, Finland

Finland´s sustainability assessment



• Brings together key stakeholders of Finnish society. The 
Commission has been functioning since 1993, chaired by the Prime 
Minister. 

• About 120 members and deputies from different sectors of society.

• The key task is to speed up the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda, and link it to the national work on sustainable 
development.

• Also monitors and assesses the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda in Finland.

• Current chair and vice-chairs: Prime Minister Sanna Marin, Minister 
of the Environment and Climate Change Maria Ohisalo, Minister of 
Finance Annika Saarikko.

Finnish National Commission on 
Sustainable Development



Integrated Agenda2030 for sustainable 
development 

GSDR2019



Towards a strong
sustainability

GSDR2019The house of sustainability transformation

Pathways:



Strategy of the 
National Commission 

on Sustainable 
Development 2022–

2030
” A prosperous and globally responsible 

Finland that protects the carrying capacity 
of nature”

Aims to create and speed up system level
changes in the Finnish society

Six areas of societal transformation
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Monitoring to be started these
weeks



The two dimensions of Finland´s
sustainable development framework
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Prime 
Minister´s
Office,
General 
secretariat of 
sustainable
development

Coordination action 
between ministries

- Implements the

government programme

Government
- Agenda2030 action plan
- Sustainability roadmap

Commission for sustainable
development

Development policy
commission

Youth Agenda 2030 group

Sustainability expert panel

Round table on 
climate policy



Several approaches to sustainability
within the government

Wellbeing
economy

Green 
transition

Sustainability
transformati

on

Planetary health
& wellbeing

Foresight & 
anticipatory
governance
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• Aim to create collective understanding within
government on sustainability assessment and identify
ways to bring sustainability thinking more strongly
into governance and cross governmental planning and 
decision making processes

Roundtable discussions on sustainability thinking

50 civil servants from all
ministries:

Challenge identification

70 scientists and 
ministries´civil servants

Science base

Ydintiimi laatii suositukset 
kansliapäälliköille ja 

hallitusneuvotteluiden tueksi
12.1 3.3 9.3

2023



• Sanna Marin´s
government: social, 
ecological and economic
sustainability and 
interlinkages.

• Also analysis on 
experiences from other
countries

https://kestavakehitys.fi/en/-/updated-government-sustainability-roadmap-summary-published

www.kestavakehitys.fi



Aim: a comprehensive sustainability governance
model for Finland

-

from political government to policy government in long term
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Broad sustainability assessed through 10-15 societally relevant 
themes on yearly basis: present stage as well as future scenarios 
beyond 8 years 

Prime minister´s office: Sustainability
assessments to start soon

Social and health
sustainability

Ecological sustainability

Democracy, constitutional 
state & safety sustainability

Economic sustainability
Human & cultural capital

Balances for 
broad
sustainability



Maybe these themes, still open: ???

• Lifestyle disorders

• Poverty

• Children´s mental and physical health

• Carbon balance

• Ecosystem services

• Spillovers

• Green & wellbeing economy

• STI

• Eco-bildung

• Security

• Regional livelyhoods

• Education level

• ecowelfare

• Rights to legal processes

• Iparticipation in international peace /military efforts

• Sustainable consumption

• Enigration/immigration for work

What are the themes? Under progress…



Two dimensions of sustainability assessment

present state

• Scientific literature

• Indicators and real time
monitoring systems

• Interviews and workshops

future scenarios

• 2-4 scenarios

• Collective scenario building
workshops

• interviews

• Separately for science and policy

• Basis on existing and planned
steering mechanisms



• Cross ministrial collaboration on themes and data

• Expert panel for Sustainable Development: 
methods, data and understanding for assessments

• Experts from prime minister´s office: future
scenario building

• Commision for sustainable development: 
society´s voice

Using a broad ecosystem of actors
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4front ja Tampereen yliopisto 

https://kestavakehitys.fi/en/-//10616/evaluation-finland-should-boost-action-to-achieve-the-2030-agenda-goals



www.kestavakehitys.fi


