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Introduction 
 

The 2030 Agenda’s deadline is nearing, yet its 
promise of peace, dignity, and sustainability for 
people and planet remains unfinished. Against 
a shifting, more multipolar order and 
intensifying hybrid and climate-related risks, 
the question is how Europe can remain a 
stabilizing force for global peace beyond 2030. 
The answer begins with Europe’s identity: not 
only an economic bloc, but a values-based 
union grounded in human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law, and 
human rights. Building on this foundation, 
Europe must align security and sustainability, 
treating climate, biodiversity, and resilience as 
core to peace, while updating its tools to 
counter information manipulation, cyber-
attacks, and coercion. The task ahead is to 
translate principles into practice by 
strengthening Europe’s capacity to prevent 
conflict, safeguard rights, and promote 
sustainable development as the pillars of 
lasting peace. 
 

Definition 
 

Global peace can be understood as the 
condition in which states, societies, and 
individuals coexist in security, dignity, and 
mutual respect, free from structural violence, 
armed conflict, and systemic inequalities. It 
extends beyond the mere absence of war to 
include sustainable development, strong and 
accountable institutions, environmental 
protection, and the safeguarding of human 
rights. In this sense, peace is not static but 
dynamic, a process of building resilient systems 
that prevent conflict, address root causes, and 
create conditions for human flourishing across 
generations. 
 
 
 

Europe’s Current Role 
 

From its origins as a peace project, the 
European Union (EU) has consistently framed 
peace as both its vocation and its comparative 
advantage. Its greatest achievement has been 
transforming Europe from a continent of war 
into one of cooperation, reconciliation, and 
prosperity, a legacy recognized by the award of 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2012. Enlargement has 
also been a powerful peace instrument, 
fostering stability and democratic reforms in 
Central and Eastern Europe, and in the 
Western Balkans. 
 

Today, the EU acts as a global peace actor 
through a wide range of instruments. As one of 
the world’s largest donors of official 
development assistance, the EU and its 
Member States collectively provide substantial 
resources to address poverty, promote 
resilience, and support conflict-affected 
societies. Its humanitarian arm, DG ECHO, 
ensures Europe is at the forefront of disaster 
relief and emergency response. Through the 
Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP), 
the EU deploys civilian and military missions 
abroad, focusing on stabilization, training, and 
capacity-building. 
 

Beyond crisis response, Europe integrates 
peace and stability into long-term external 
action. Instruments such as the European 
Peace Facility and the IcSP fund conflict 
prevention, mediation, and post-conflict 
recovery. The EU also supports multilateralism 
by contributing to UN peacekeeping and global 
governance, while using targeted sanctions to 
deter aggression and uphold international law. 
Increasingly, the EU recognizes human security 
as integral to peace. Finally, through  
 

partnerships with civil society, including youth 
and gender initiatives, the EU seeks to ensure 
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inclusiveness in peacebuilding, recognizing that 
sustainable peace cannot be achieved without 
active participation across society. 
 

Addressing the Core Issues 
Beyond 2030 
 

Looking ahead, Europe’s role in global peace 
will be tested by an international system that is 
becoming more fragmented and multipolar. 
The EU faces reduced leverage as new powers 
challenge its normative influence and as 
alliances shift in unpredictable ways. While 
Europe has historically thrived as a promoter of 
multilateralism, the growing assertiveness of 
authoritarian states, combined with declining 
trust in global institutions, makes cooperative 
security harder to sustain. 
 

Externally, Europe must confront an era of 
intensifying hybrid threats. Cyber-attacks, 
disinformation campaigns, and the 
weaponization of emerging technologies, 
including artificial intelligence, erode 
democratic resilience and social cohesion. The 
return of large-scale war to the continent, with 
Russia’s aggression in Ukraine, underscores 
how traditional military threats coexist with 
digital and informational warfare, placing 
strain on both NATO and EU capacities. 
 

Internally, the rise of populism and democratic 
backsliding within certain Member States risks 
undermining European unity and credibility 
abroad. Erosion of rule of law not only weakens 
EU decision-making but also diminishes its 
ability to promote human rights and 
democracy in external relations. 
 

At the same time, the triple planetary crisis, 
climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution, 
acts as a powerful threat multiplier. Extreme 
weather events, food and water insecurity, and 
displacement are already fueling instability and 
will intensify resource conflicts and migration 
pressures in Europe’s neighborhood and 
beyond. 
 

Taken together, these challenges illustrate that 
Europe’s pursuit of peace beyond 2030 cannot 
be understood through defense policy alone. It 
requires a comprehensive strategy that unites 
security, sustainability, and democratic 

resilience, ensuring that peace is safeguarded 
both within and beyond European borders. 
 

Core Issue 1: Geopolitical 
Security 
 

In today’s rapidly changing world, the concept 
of security must move beyond military strength 
and political power to embrace the 
fundamental needs and rights of people. True 
security begins with access to food, water, 
health care, education, and a safe environment 
because these are the conditions that allow 
individuals and communities to thrive. By 
reshaping security around human well-being 
and planetary sustainability, we recognize that 
protecting lives and ecosystems is as vital as 
defending borders. Security, in this broader 
sense, becomes the sustaining force of life on 
earth, ensuring dignity, stability, and 
opportunity for all. 
 

As young people, we recognize that Europe’s 
role as a peace actor cannot be taken for 
granted. To remain a stabilizing force beyond 
2030, the EU must not only react to crises but 
develop forward-looking solutions that address 
the structural drivers of insecurity. Building on 
Europe’s values-based foundations, we 
propose the following policy priorities. 
 

Policy Recommendations 
  

1. Advance a comprehensive security 
approach. Security cannot be reduced to 
military defense. Europe must integrate 
defense, diplomacy, and development, 
prioritizing human security, protecting 
dignity, rights, and livelihoods, alongside 
territorial security. This includes investing 
in early-warning systems, mediation, and 
conflict prevention, while ensuring 
coherence with climate and energy 
transitions. 

 

2. Strengthen strategic autonomy and 
multilateralism. Europe should enhance 
EU–NATO coordination to ensure 
collective defense and resilience against 
hybrid threats, while at the same time 
developing greater strategic autonomy in 
crisis management. Strategic autonomy 
does not mean acting in isolation from 
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NATO, but rather ensuring that the EU 
has the capacity to respond 
independently when allies are unwilling 
or unable to act. 

 

3. Balance power politics with sustainable 
stability, states should invest in regional 
cooperative security frameworks that 
prioritize transparency, dialogue, and 
shared crisis response mechanisms. 
Instead of competing for influence 
through military buildup or economic 
coercion, nations can enhance mutual 
resilience by pooling resources for 
disaster relief, cybersecurity, energy 
management, and climate adaptation. 

 

4. Pursue strategic interdependence for 
emerging nations in an increasingly 
polarized global economy by 
strengthening South-South trade, 
infrastructure connectivity, and 
technological exchange. This approach 
reduces dependency on a single 
superpower or bloc while amplifying 
collective bargaining power in 
international institutions. Initiatives like 
shared development banks, regional 
digital infrastructure, and green 
technology partnerships can create a new 
model of cooperative sovereignty.  

 

5. Make sovereign decisions within an 
interdependent global system, as true 
autonomy does not mean isolation. By 
cultivating trust-based partnerships 
grounded in transparency, 
environmental responsibility, and social 
equity, states can reduce their 
vulnerability to political coercion or 
market disruptions. Trade agreements 
should therefore include enforceable 
sustainability clauses (covering carbon 
footprints, labor rights, and responsible 
resource sourcing) so that economic 
cooperation supports long-term 
resilience rather than short-term gain. 
Encouraging regional production 
networks, renewable energy integration, 
and technology sharing among like-
minded partners strengthens both 
strategic independence and ecological 
stability.  

 

6. Prevent crises before they escalate, 
which requires institutionalized 
preventive diplomacy supported by 
inclusive governance, as long-term 
geopolitical stability depends on this 
capacity. Governments and regional 
organizations should establish early-
warning systems, joint mediation 
platforms, and youth and civil society 
advisory councils to ensure that 
marginalized voices are part of 
peacebuilding.  

 

7. Embed binding defense sector 
decarbonization in the EU Climate Law’s 
2040 review, phasing out coal, gas and oil 
by 2030/35/40 and establish a ‘Defense 
Emissions Transparency Report’ for each 
Member State, ensuring full public 
disclosure of military fuel consumption 
and mitigation progress at installations, 
training sites and in operations.  

 

8. Integrate climate mobility into EU and 
national adaptation strategies. Prioritize 
prevention and resilience measures in 
climate-vulnerable regions to reduce 
forced displacement caused by floods, 
droughts, and storms, which is already 
driving over 26 million displacements in 
2023. 

 

9. Give utmost priority to real 
decarbonization of high-emitting sectors 
including shipping, aviation, steel, 
cement, agriculture, aluminum, and the 
often-overlooked defense sector. Stop 
relying excessively on Carbon Capture 
Utilization and Storage and Carbon 
Dioxide Removal, as this could delay 
crucial climate action. It is ineffective and 
more costly than investing in renewable 
energy. 

 

Core Issue 2: Environmental 
security 
 

Climate change is threatening peace and 
security worldwide in several ways: it is 
exacerbating existing conflicts, as well as 
driving resource scarcity, extreme weather 
events, and mass displacement events - all 
factors which are susceptible to triggering 
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further social tensions and conflicts. 
Furthermore, beyond understanding security 
simply as the absence of overt conflict, we call 
for a definition of security which includes 
concepts of economic security, health security, 
and food security in the scope of their work. In 
all these areas, climate change also has 
negative impacts: it directly threatens 
livelihoods, negatively impacts health through 
a variety of factors such as extreme weather 
events, increased likelihood of pandemics, and 
worsening air quality, and it is putting global 
food production in jeopardy through events 
like droughts and heatwaves and a decrease in 
soil fertility. At the same time, conflict also 
further exacerbates climate change due to high 
greenhouse gas emissions in the defense 
sector. To break this cycle and promote peace 
and security in all its dimensions, we propose 
the following policy recommendations. 
 

Policy Recommendations 
 

1. Strengthen food systems against climate 
change by expanding climate-smart 
agriculture, improving water use, and 
ensuring small farmers, especially 
women and youth, have access to 
finance, training, and early warning 
systems to stay resilient during droughts, 
floods, and other extreme weather 
events. 

 

2. Include food production, access, and 
nutrition programs in all peacekeeping 
and reconstruction plans. When people 
have enough to eat and stable 
livelihoods, they are less likely to turn to 
violence. 

  

3. Fund community-led projects that help 
people share and manage land, water, 
and other natural resources fairly. 

 

4. Protect and preserve agricultural 
biodiversity by investing in seed banks 
and genetic resource centers that store 
and share traditional and climate-
resilient crop varieties. 

 
 

Core Issue 3: Society and 
Security - Economic, Health, 
and Education 
 

Economic security is, for us, a foundational 
pillar of societal resilience and long-term 
peace. 
 

When people are protected from poverty, 
inequality, and sudden economic shocks, 
societies are better able to withstand crises. 
They can adapt to transformation and preserve 
social cohesion. However, in a context shaped 
by climate change, geopolitical instability, and 
repeated disasters, economic insecurity can 
amplify social tensions. It can also undermine 
trust in institutions and fuel instability. 
 

For these reasons, strengthening social 
protection systems and ensuring a just 
transition are not only matters of social policy. 
They are essential components of security and 
democratic resilience in Europe and beyond. 
 

Health security lies at the heart of human 
security, as it directly shapes people’s ability to 
live, work, and participate fully in society. 
 

Recent crises have shown how fragile health 
systems can turn local shocks into wider 
emergencies. These crises deepen inequalities 
and disproportionately affect vulnerable 
groups. At the same time, climate change, 
environmental degradation, and conflict are 
intensifying health risks. These range from 
extreme heat and air pollution to pandemics 
and growing mental health challenges. 
Strengthening health systems through 
prevention, preparedness and universal access 
is therefore not only a public health priority. It 
is a fundamental condition for societal 
resilience, social cohesion, and lasting peace. 
 

Education for resilience can be understood as a 
comprehensive, lifelong process that equips 
individuals with the knowledge, competencies, 
and values necessary to participate 
meaningfully in democratic life, defend 
fundamental rights, and contribute to social 
cohesion.  
 

It encompasses critical thinking, scientific and 
ecological literacy, digital competence, social 
and emotional skills, creativity, and civic 
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agency. Resilient education recognizes that 
security in the twenty-first century depends on 
empowered people who can understand 
interconnected systems, anticipate risks, adapt 
to disruption, and collaborate across 
differences to solve shared challenges. Rather 
than preparing learners for fixed careers or 
predictable futures, it cultivates flexibility, 
curiosity, and the confidence to learn 
continuously throughout life. In this sense, 
education becomes the enabling condition for 
human dignity, social cohesion, and collective 
survival in a rapidly changing world. Europe has 
long recognized education as foundational to 
peace and prosperity. The EU's origins as a 
peace project were underpinned by the 
conviction that shared knowledge, cultural 
exchange, and mutual understanding could 
prevent the return of conflict. 
 

Policy Recommendations: 
Economic security and social 
protection 
 

1. Prioritize and finance Member States’ 
commitments to achieving the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
and SDGs, especially the reduction of 
poverty and inequality, while urgently 
addressing disaster risk and vulnerability 
with a focus on the most vulnerable 
communities. 

 

2. Provide support packages for 
communities who have been affected by 
climate disasters. 

 

3. Protect the most economically 
vulnerable in society, such as through a 
just energy transition. This ensures that 
the economic burden created by energy 
transitions and climate change mitigation 
and adaptation is borne by wealthy 
individuals and corporations, and that 
economically vulnerable individuals and 
communities do not face increased costs. 

 

4. Provide capacity-building, transition 
pathways, and financial support to 
workers whose jobs are threatened or 
changed by climate change.  

 

Policy Recommendations: 
Health Security  
 

1. Develop preparedness and prevention 
measures for future pandemics: build 
early alert systems and action plans on 
the national level, provide financing and 
capacity-building to developing nations 
to enable them to do so as well, design 
an equitable global vaccine and 
knowledge distribution system, and 
design safeguards to ensure the 
protection of the most vulnerable 
communities (youth, elderly, people 
with disabilities and chronic illness, girls 
and women in all their diversity, etc.). 

 

2. Strengthen mental health and combat 
eco-anxiety: scale up mental health 
support for youth through increased 
funding for universal access to 
psychological help and complementary 
resources such as hotlines and provide 
increased tools and opportunities for 
youth engagement and empowerment 
in climate policy. 

 

3. Improve air quality: set up and 
maintain air quality monitoring systems 
in local communities. 

 

4. Mitigate health impacts of extreme 
weather events: develop better early 
warning systems, fund and implement 
mitigation measures such as cool 
shelters during heatwaves, adapt 
working regulations to protect workers 
facing increasingly extreme weather 
conditions, and pay particular attention 
to vulnerable groups such as women, 
disabled people, and elderly people. 

 

Policy Recommendations: Food 
Security (the cornerstone of 
human security)  
 

1. Establish cross-border agricultural 
innovation centers in rural regions across 
the Global South. These hubs would pool 
resources and expertise for climate-
attentive agriculture, soil restoration, 
drought-resistant seed development, and 
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low-cost irrigation technologies. Each hub 
could serve as both a training center for 
local farmers and a digital knowledge node 
connecting rural producers with urban 
food markets through mobile platforms 
and satellite data. 

 

2. Link nutrition with education: A 
sustainable approach to rural food security 
should focus on linking nutrition with 
education through a Community-Based 
School Feeding Program that sources food 
directly from local farmers. By ensuring 
that every child in rural schools receives at 
least one nutritious meal per day, this 
initiative simultaneously addresses 
hunger, supports smallholder livelihoods, 
and increases school attendance and 
retention. Establishing small school 
gardens or farms can further enhance food 
availability while teaching children  

 

practical agricultural and environmental 
skills. In times of economic or climatic 
hardship, these localized food networks 
also act as community safety nets, ensuring 
that even the most vulnerable households 
have access to reliable nourishment.  

 

3. Develop integrated food corridors linking 
rural production zones with urban 
consumption centers via shared cold-chain 
infrastructure, cooperatively owned 
transport systems, and regional processing 
facilities. Supported by public-private 
partnerships, these corridors would reduce 
post-harvest losses, stabilize prices, and 
create employment along the entire value 
chain. Smart logistics networks can 
enhance efficiency and transparency while 
reducing dependency on external 
intermediaries.  

 

Policy Recommendations: 
Education 
 

1. Guarantee inclusive and equitable 
access to quality education for all. 
Education as a human right is 
meaningless if it remains a privilege of 
the few. Europe must dismantle the 
structural barriers that prevent millions 
of people from accessing quality learning 

opportunities and ensure that every 
person, regardless of background, 
identity, or circumstance, can develop 
their full potential.  

 

2. Transform education systems to 
cultivate resilience, adaptability, and 
holistic competencies. Education must 
be reimagined to develop the knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions that enable people 
to navigate complexity, respond to 
change, and shape their own futures. This 
requires fundamental transformation in 
what is taught, how it is taught, and how 
learning is assessed. Curricula must 
integrate systems thinking and 
interdisciplinarity. The challenges of the 
twenty-first century (climate change, 
technological disruption, social 
fragmentation) do not fit neatly into 
traditional subject boundaries. Students 
must learn to understand 
interconnections, feedback loops, and 
cascading effects. This means bringing 
together insights from natural sciences, 
social sciences, humanities, and arts to 
address real-world problems. Project-
based learning, inquiry-based 
approaches, and community engagement 
can make learning more authentic and 
relevant.  Climate and ecological literacy 
must be embedded across all levels and 
subjects of education. 

 

3. Invest in and empower educators as 
agents of transformation. Teachers are 
the most important factor in educational 
quality, and no transformation of 
education systems can succeed without 
investing in the teaching profession. 
Europe must ensure that every classroom 
is led by a well-prepared, supported, and 
empowered educator. Teacher education 
must be strengthened to prepare 
educators for the complexities of twenty-
first-century classrooms. This includes 
not only subject knowledge but also 
pedagogical skills for inclusive, 
differentiated, and learner-centered 
teaching. Teacher candidates should 
learn to integrate technology effectively, 
address diverse learning needs, facilitate 
difficult conversations, support social and 
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emotional development, and engage 
families and communities. Clinical 
practice, mentorship, and ongoing 
support during the transition to full-time 
teaching are essential. 

 

4. Embed lifelong learning and build 
bridges between education, work, and 
community. Learning does not end with 
formal schooling, and education systems 
must support continuous development 
throughout life. Europe must create 
seamless pathways between education, 
training, work, and community 
engagement, ensuring that everyone can 
adapt, reskill, and thrive amid change. 
Guidance and counselling services should 
be available throughout life, helping 
individuals navigate educational and 
career transitions. Quality information, 
personalized advice, and connections to 
opportunities enable people to make 
informed decisions and overcome 
barriers. Career counselling should 
address not only job placement but also 
broader questions of purpose, fulfilment, 
and contribution to society.  

 

5. Integrate democratic values, critical 
thinking, media literacy and digital 
citizenship across all levels of education 
to empower learners as active, informed 
participants in society. 

 

6. Ensure inclusive and equitable access to 
democratic learning opportunities by 
supporting teacher training, protecting 
academic freedom and creating 
participatory spaces such as student 
councils and community partnerships. 

 

7. Embed education for democracy in 
lifelong learning and regularly evaluate 
its impact on civic engagement, human 
rights and social cohesion. 

 

8. Promote education and civic literacy for 
peace. Beyond institutions, peace 
requires resilient societies. Europe 
should prioritize investing in peace 
education, digital literacy, and civic 
empowerment programs to counter 
disinformation, defend democratic 

values, and strengthen trust in 
institutions. 

 

Core Issue 4: Youth 
involvement in policy making 
 

Young people are not only affected by today’s 
security, climate, and social decisions. They will 
live with their long-term consequences. Yet too 
often, youth involvement remains fragmented 
or symbolic. It is still dependent on individual 
goodwill rather than embedded in institutions. 
Moving beyond tokenism requires recognizing 
young people as legitimate political actors. It 
also requires valuing their lived experience and 
ensuring that their perspectives systematically 
inform decision-making processes. 
When youth participation is continuous, 
inclusive and properly resourced, it 
strengthens the quality, legitimacy, and 
sustainability of policies. In doing so, it 
contributes directly to social cohesion and 
lasting peace. 
 

1. Become an integral and natural part of 
the policy making progress by: 

• moving away from the idea of 
having youth-LED projects to the 
structure of having youth-
integration in policy making 
progresses (removing tokenism). 
This can be done 

• upscaling capacity building for 
youth representatives in an equal 
dimension as capacity building for 
experts and policy makers; 

• making youth take real concrete 
actions such as having a seat at the 
table; 

• having youth interests in mind 
even when youth is not present in 
the room. 

 

2. Maintain the existing policy, 
information and engagement progress 
achieved across successive mandates 
and different regions by: 

• creating international and regional 
support networks to ensure 
replicability and continuity of the 
results, partnerships and 
communications; 
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• creating an onboarding process, 
ensuring new delegates are aligned 
and ready to contribute 

• creating a unified blueprint of the 
UN Youth Delegate Program that 
countries can follow in the initial 
stages of its creation, 

• Ensuring that Youth Delegates can 
focus on representing youth rather 
than building up the mandate 
format or mandate interpretation 
locally in hopes of reducing the 
load that comes with starting the 
mandate, thus increasing the 
likelihood of new mandate 
programs starting. 

 

3. To track the inputs and suggestions of 
young people within the final policy 
product and involvement by: 

• establishing clear expectations 
and rights in the mandate 
description and among relevant 
entities and roles interacting with 
Youth Delegate mandate; 

• making sure that the “tapping on 
the decision makers shoulder” is 
not only youth's task; 

• having a youth mandate (qualified) 
assistant that tracks progress and 
offers reports that feed into 
collective database (e.g. HoD, 
National Youth Council 
representative) and ensuring to 
not increase the workload of youth 
mandates and increasing the 
accessibility of the role. 

 

4. Consult Youth inclusively and a diverse 
spread of voices within the process and 
engage those previously excluded by: 

• providing access to network of 
youth organizations e.g. via 
National Youth Councils; 

• supporting international 
knowledge and experience sharing 
of best practices with other 
mandates nationwide; 

• acknowledging youth’s diversity 
e.g. marginalized, rural, 
economical communities; 

• providing opportunities by sharing 
experience and knowledge with 
Youth of the global south; 

• expanding youth consultation onto 
kids and the younger part of the 
generation. 

 

5. Institutionalize youth and civil society 
participation. Sustainable peace 
requires inclusive governance. The EU 
must safeguard civic space, embed 
youth participation in foreign and 
security policy, and mainstream gender 
equality in peacebuilding. Young people 
must be recognized not only as 
beneficiaries but as agents of change 
shaping Europe’s peace agenda. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Security is the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Ensuring 
peace, prosperity, and environmental balance 
requires long-term planning and collective 
foresight. By aligning security policies with 
sustainable development, societies can reduce 
future risks and build systems that anticipate 
rather than merely react to crises. 
Predictability becomes the foundation of 
stability, allowing nations to safeguard both 
people and the planet while preparing for the 
challenges of tomorrow. 
 

Europe’s vocation as a peace project remains 
as urgent today as it was at its founding. Yet 
beyond 2030, its credibility will depend on its 
ability to adapt: balancing defense with 
diplomacy, sustainability, and democratic 
resilience. The challenges of a fragmented 
global order, climate as a threat multiplier, 
authoritarian pressures, and internal 
democratic strains demand more than reactive 
measures. They call for a comprehensive vision 
that unites Europe’s hard and soft power with 
its values of human dignity, freedom, and the 
rule of law. If Europe integrates security, 
sustainability, and inclusivity, it can continue to 
lead by example, ensuring that peace is not 
only preserved, but renewed, for generations 
to come. 
 


