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László BORBÉLY contributed significantly to the democratic development of the Romanian 

society in the fields of international affairs, sustainable development, environment, regional 

development and infrastructure, through various high-ranking functions held in the Romanian 

Parliament and the Romanian Government. Before serving as state counselor in the team of the 

Prime Minister of Romania, coordinating the Department for Sustainable Development, László 

BORBÉLY held the positions of Minister of Environment and Forests, Minister of Development, 

Public Works and Housing, Minister Delegate at the Ministry of Transport, as well as Chairman 

of the Foreign Policy Committee at the Romanian Chamber of Deputies in the Parliament of 

Romania.  

Currently, László BORBÉLY coordinates the implementation of Romania's National Strategy for 

Sustainable Development 2030. As state counselor at the centre of the Government of Romania, 

he has developed a robust and functional institutional framework that involves governmental 

coordination, an open relationship with civil society, and a productive partnership with experts 

from universities and research. These efforts have been recognized formally by the UN in 2021, 

when the Department for Sustainable Development received the UN DESA award for innovation 

and excellence in public service at the United Nations Public Service Awards Ceremony. 

At the international level, László BORBÉLY currently serves as president of the European 

Sustainable Development Network (ESDN), Europe’s leading network of public administration 

professionals working with sustainable development strategies and policies, which fosters the 

dialogue and exchange of practices between peers.  

In recent years, he had an active presence in multiple international processes, such as the High-

Level Political Forum, the UNECE Regional Forum for Sustainable Development, Romania’s 

accession to the OECD, the South-East Europe 2030 Strategy of the Regional Cooperation 

Council. László BORBÉLY co-chaired plenary sessions of large-scale international meetings such 

as Stockholm+50 and the UN 2023 Water Conference. In September 2023, he received, at the 

7th NYC Green School Conference, the Green Diplomacy Award, for his lifetime diplomatic 

efforts to address global environmental challenges. 

 

https://dezvoltaredurabila.gov.ro/files/public/10000001/Romania-Sustainable-Development-Strategy-2030-en.pdf
https://dezvoltaredurabila.gov.ro/files/public/10000001/Romania-Sustainable-Development-Strategy-2030-en.pdf
https://www.esdn.eu/
https://www.esdn.eu/


 

Professional highlights 

 

 2017 - present: State Counselor of the Prime Minister of Romania on the topic of 

Sustainable Development 

 2014 - 2016: Vice president of the Steering Committee of the Romanian Delegation to 

the Inter-Parliamentary Union 

 2015 – 2016: Vice president of the 12+ Group of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 

 2008 - 2009/ 2012 – 2016: Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of 

Deputies of the Romanian Parliament 

 February – April 2012: Vice-president of the Governing Council of the United Nations 

Environment Program (UNEP)  

 May 2011 – April 2012: Co-chair of the European Ministerial Board for Environment and 

Health  

 November 2010 – April 2012: Member of the European Ministerial Board for Environment 

and Health 

 May 2010 – May 2011: Chairman of CSD 19 (Commission of the United Nations on 

Sustainable Development) 

 January 2010 - April 2012: Minister, Romanian Ministry of Environment and Forests 

 April 2007– December 2008: Minister, Romanian Ministry of Development, Public Works 

and Housing 

 December 2004 – April 2007: Minister-Delegate, Romanian Ministry of Transportation, 

Constructions and Tourism 

 1990 - 1996/ 2000 - 2016: Member of the Romanian Parliament, Chamber of Deputies 

 1996 – 2000: State Secretary, Romanian Ministry of Public Works and Regional Planning 


