
ESDN Activities and Developments during the Romanian Presidency 
(2024–2025) 
 
Under the Presidency held by Mr. László Borbély, the European Sustainable Development Network 
(ESDN) has experienced a period of strong institutional consolidation, renewed political visibility, and 
expanded engagement across Europe. 
 
The Romanian Presidency has focused on deepening policy dialogue, youth inclusion, and 
interministerial cooperation as key pillars for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
Europe. 

 
1. ESDN Annual Conferences 
 

• ESDN Conference 2024 – “Upgrading Europe: Building Transformative Policies to Reach the 
Sustainable Development Goals” (Brussels, Belgium). 

 
This event focused on advancing transformative and cross-sectoral public policies necessary to achieve 
the SDGs. It emphasized interinstitutional cooperation, integration of sustainability principles into policy 
design, and building resilience through innovation and inclusiveness. 
 

• ESDN Conference 2025 – Copenhagen, 25–26 November 2025, on the theme “Post-2030 Agenda: 10 
Years of SDG Implementation and Ideas for a Future Agenda.” 
 

The 2025 Conference marked a milestone in evaluating a decade of SDG implementation in Europe and 
opened a strategic discussion about shaping the post-2030 development framework. 
 
Both conferences highlighted the ESDN’s growing role as a European platform for policy innovation, 
dialogue, and knowledge exchange. They also reinforced the network’s credibility as a partner for 
institutions shaping the post-2030 sustainable development agenda. 

 
2. ESDN Youth Workshops  
 
• Youth Workshop 2024 – Berlin, 4–7 September 2024, themed “How Can Europe Achieve Climate 
Neutrality by 2050?”, brought together 33 young participants from 19 European countries. 
 
 
• Youth Workshop 2025 – Berlin, 12–14 October 2025, themed “Our Future Beyond 2030: Youth Visions 
for Sustainability & Security”, brought together 31 young participants from 21 European countries.  
 
The ESDN Youth Workshops have become a cornerstone of youth engagement within the network, 
offering a space for young leaders to articulate visions, priorities, and innovative solutions for Europe’s 
sustainable future. 

 
3. ESDN Youth Memorandum of Understanding 
 
Adopted following the 2024 Youth Workshop, the Memorandum reflects the collective vision of young 
Europeans for a sustainable, fair, and united Europe, and solidifies their involvement within the ESDN. 



 
Key messages: 

• Accelerating action towards climate neutrality and a just transition; 
• Ensuring meaningful youth participation in policy processes; 
• Promoting sustainability education across Europe; 
• Strengthening solidarity and social equity as the foundation of the European project. 

 
Presented at the 2024 ESDN Conference, the Youth Memorandum provided a renewed call for 
inclusiveness and intergenerational dialogue, positioning youth not just as beneficiaries, but as key 
actors in sustainable policymaking. 

 
4. ESDN Peer Learning Platforms  
 
• 9th ESDN Peer Learning Platform – Bucharest, 22–23 October 2024: 
 
Theme: “Sustainable Culture and Circular Economy: Building Resilience for Tomorrow.” 
Host: Romanian Prime Minister’s Office – Department of Sustainable Development. 
This event gathered best practices from Romania, Luxembourg, and OECD partners. The event underlined 
the cultural dimension of sustainability and the role of circular economy in achieving resilience.  
 
• 10th ESDN Peer Learning Platform – Brussels, 23 April 2025: 
 
Theme: “The Integrative and Framing Power of the SDGs – Keeping Sustainable Development Relevant in 
Europe.” 
This event brought together over 50 representatives from over 20 European countries. 
 
These platforms advanced the ESDN’s mission to serve as a bridge between national administrations, 
improving coordination and strategic alignment of SDG policies across Europe. 

 
5. European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW) 
 
• 2024 & 2025 editions (18 September – 8 October): Over 3,800 events each year in 24 countries, 
engaging schools, universities, NGOs, and public institutions. 
 
The ESDW continues to be one of Europe’s most impactful awareness campaigns for the SDGs, 
connecting citizens, communities, and policymakers under a shared vision of sustainability. 

 
6. Topic Exchanges (Thematic Exchanges among Experts and Institutions) 
 
Introduced under the Romanian ESDN Presidency, the Topic Exchanges were established as a new and 
exclusive format for dialogue and mutual learning among sustainable development experts and 
government representatives between ESDN Regular Members. 
 
Between 2024 and 2025, the ESDN organized four Topic Exchanges: 
 

• 1st Topic Exchange (2024) – “The role of data and indicators in SDG implementation” 

• 2nd Topic Exchange (2024) – “Governance and inter-ministerial coordination for sustainability” 



• 3rd Topic Exchange (16 June 2025) – “Sustainability Policymaking and Capacity Building in Public 
Administrations” 

• 4th Topic Exchange (02 December 2025) – “Artificial Intelligence and Sustainability” 
 

 
The Topic Exchanges have strengthened knowledge-sharing and capacity-building within public 
administrations, positioning the ESDN as a hub for policy learning, innovation, and technical cooperation 
on sustainability governance. 

 
7. Financial Outlook 
 
The preliminary financial forecast for 2025 indicates a positive balance, reflecting sound financial 
management and efficient use of resources during the Romanian Presidency. 
 
This financial performance ensures that the ESDN remains well-positioned to expand its activities and 
partnerships in the upcoming cycle. 

 
8. New ESDN Members 
 
In 2025, Wales formally joined the ESDN as a contributing member, strengthening the network’s 
representation within the United Kingdom and further expanding its collaborative reach across Europe. 
This new membership demonstrates the ESDN has continued growth and its appeal as a dynamic and 
inclusive European platform for sustainable development governance. 

 
The Romanian Presidency of the ESDN (2024–2025) has been marked by progress, renewal, and 
inclusiveness. It fostered deeper collaboration between governments, civil society, and youth, while 
enhancing the visibility of sustainable development as a central pillar of European policymaking. 
 
Under Mr. László Borbély’s leadership, the ESDN strengthened its institutional foundations and set a solid 
course toward the next phase of implementing and envisioning the SDGs beyond 2030. 
 


